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Purpose

• Given the U.S. DOE's
Environmental
Management activities
at the Nevada Test Site,
what matters to rural
residents living nearby?

• DOE provided a grant
to the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas to
conduct a questionnaire

"and analyses. !
}

f
t

•T_
•"""""p,., k •.- ....

Legend

• Towns and Communrtles

Yucca Mountarn Project

Yucca Mtn Srte Characreuza110n Zone

Nevada Tesr Site

County Line

"\\@I
~

~Me ..",
o 37.500 75.000 TSO.OOO

•

•.......

•Etf

•.....,

•
"""'".p..,...

•.-

•"'-"

, L- -----.J

i
x



Questions
• (1) How aware are residents of Environmental

Management activities at the NTS?

• (2) How important are environmental issues to
residents?

• (3) How important are socioeconomic and
geographic characteristics for predicting
whether respondents are aware?

• (4) Does awareness predict whether
respondents select an environmental issue?



Approach
• (1) Summarize responses to awareness

questions

• (2) Summarize responses to
environmental issue questions

• (3) Use logistic regression to model
respondent awareness (Awareness =f
(socioeconomic, information, community)

• (4) Use logistic regression to model
respondent identification of environmental
activity as an issue (Issue =f(awareness))



• Developed a mail
questionnaires
reviewed by both
UNLVand DOE

figure 4: Total mall questionnaires received
by COII1ly In Nevada, m

Data entnd at UNLY, Depertrnent of ErManrr8rtaI Studlel AprIl 2Q(I - May

• 12.20/0 response rate WhIte Pine

• Sent to 14,083
residents living near Clark

the Nevada Test Site
Elmerllda

• Received 1,732
responses

Uncoin

Ii~~~ FREQ. PeT.
232 14.02

45 2.72

347 20.97

972 58.73

59 3.56

o 200 400 600 1000

FREQUENCY



Percent
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10o

Experience with the NTS

81

Tour of NTS Attended meeting Worked at NTS
on NTS

• Yes. No

Sample size 1,732



Information Source
P~~,----------------------------,

90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
o

77 76

• Yes (%)



Time in neighborhood

Years

over 16 years

6 - 15 years

Less than 5 years

I I I

36.3

•
.

34.2

28.6
I

I,

Time

Sample size 1,732

o 10 20 30

Percent

40



Percent

(1) How aware are respondents about
the Nevada Test Site?

89%

64%

41%

58%

NTS Env. Mgmt. Yucca part of Low Level Waste

OCWM Disposal

Sample size 1,732



(2) Environmental Issues?
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(3) What predicts awareness?
• Time16 years (+,***)

• Communities are not statistically significant
• With the exception Beatty ( + , significant) with respect

to low level waste disposal

• Female respondents (-, ***)

• DOE info source (+, ***)

• NTS CAB info source (+, ***)

Note: ***, **, * represent statistical
significance at the 1%, 5%, and 100/0 levels,
respectively. (N = 1,732)



(4) Does awareness reduce
likelihood of selecting an env.

issue?

• Awareness of environmental programs (-,
***)

• Note: ***, **, * represent statistical
significance at the 1%, 5%, and 10%

levels, respectively. (N = 1,732)



Discussion & Conclusions

• There is a potential response bias given only
approximately 12% responded to the questionnaire.

• Presentation limited to brief summary of results ­
questionnaire included open ended questions.

• Our results suggest differences for socioeconomic
groups on awareness; potential opportunities to increase
involvement

• Our results suggest awareness may reduce likelihood of
identifying an environmental issue; needs to be explored
further given recent developments in the risk literature on
values/beliefs and environmental concern.
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