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G H 0 ST H U N T | N G . A Rhetorical Analvsis of American Media on the Waterboard

PUBLIC HAUNTINGS

THEI?'\UB%TlOI% EFFFECTS

R
Arquing that a given
rhetorical artifact is causally associated with a
given effect is problematic, because the artifact
in question may simply be one of any number of
conditions that precipitated the outcome in e A | -
question, B [ & -, h 2 Why did Hitchens and others submit
AN S WY v themselves to something that had historically
heen regarded as torture?

The
photographs of prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib,
combined with the leak of “torture memos”
effectively haunted American public culture, such
that its media representatives felt compelled to
investigate the waterboard as “ghost hunters”
might investigate a site of unresolved human
trauma,

rhetoric has effects, and those effects can
be measured best by an approach I call “critical
reverse engineering.”

FROM_EFFECT As the
T USE weigh! of historical injustices exceeds the

capacity of language for symholic repression,
_ | B ‘5 TN —4 - victims of American hegemony continue to haunt
C : od 9% L e ¢ ' S our national identity from heyond the fold.

TERROR RHETORIC

journalist and re-
nowned contrarian Christopher Hitchens agreed to be
waterboarded in May, 2008.

“The entire dynamic of ghosts and haunting .
.. Is a dynamic of unsuccessful repression. Ghosts are

this process begins with effect,
then moves hackward through analysis of the
discursive context within which the effect came
to be, then moves linearly backward to account
for the rhetorical act(s) that precipitated that
effect.

“Believe me, it’s torture.”

HISTORY OF THE WATERBOARD

The waterboard has historically heen considered
by United States and international law as a
torture technique.

the things that we try to bury, but that refuse to stay
buried. They are our fears and our horrors,
disembodied, but made inescapable by their very
bodilessness.”

The investigations of the
waterboard were thus an indirect effect of the
administration’s rhetorical failures.
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