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QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORT
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Period Covering April 6, 2008- July 5, 2008
Cooperative Agreement Number FAA010017
Take Pride in America in Southern Nevada
Executive Summary
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Take Pride in America in Southern Nevada wins national Take Pride in America Award
for best state program
Team is working to secure consulting firm for recycling plan project
Don’t Trash Nevada Day event held on May 30, 2008
Phase II media plan began June 1, 2008
Formed new partnership with Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful
Total of 189 people signed the anti-litter pledge
The Anti-Litter Team conducted nine volunteer clean up events
The Anti-Litter Team participated in five community outreach events
Don’t Trash Nevada featured in several newspaper and television news programs
The team conducted one alternative workforce event
The team placed one new dumpster on BLM property

Summary of Attachments
•
•
•

Meeting Agendas and Minutes
Summerlin South View article on Don’t Trash Nevada Day
Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful Don’t Trash Nevada advertisement

Take Pride in America National Award
The Take Pride in America in Southern Nevada program was named the best state program in the
nation. The recognition comes from Take Pride in America, a national partnership program aimed
at increasing volunteer service on America’s public lands. Each year, Take Pride selects
outstanding examples of stewardship across the country. The Southern Nevada program is one of
11 national award winners, representing projects and events in more than eight states.
The team is proud of this accomplishment as it recognizes all the hard work that goes into
managing and growing the program. The anti-litter team will be among the winners to be honored
at an awards ceremony on July 18 at the Department of Interior in Washington, D.C.

Take Pride in America · Quarterly Report

1

Collaboration with Interagency Teams
The Interagency Anti-Litter Team met three times this quarter, on April 9, May 14, and June 25,
2008 (see attached Agendas and Minutes). The Team continues to meet on a monthly basis and is
providing direction on all four subtasks as detailed below.
Project Manager Joslin has been working in cooperation with the Interagency Volunteer Team
since the resignation of Donna Grady. Mr. Joslin agreed to help manage all IVP team events
including clean-ups, restoration projects, training and other projects.

Task 1: Strategic Planning and Project Management
Strategic Plan
The team continues to draft the strategic plan.
Recycling Efforts
The team received new direction regarding the recycling plan deliverable in February. Since that
time, the team has been working to secure the assistance of a consulting firm whose expertise in
the area of waste management and recycling will provide the necessary assistance in drafting an
effective plan.
Mr. Joslin has identified a firm with experience drafting solid waste management plans and
recycling plans for federal agencies and agencies in southern Nevada. Zia Engineering has
performed a waste characterization, and two solid waste management plans for Southern Nevada.
Zia Engineering’s project manager, Richard Hertzberg, has over 25 years experience in the solid
waste management field. He has prepared 100 integrated solid waste management plans for
clients around the United States. These include projects for such diverse places as the State of
Hawaii and County of Hawaii; Waterbury, Connecticut; Dakota County, Minnesota; Clark
County, Nevada; Navy bases in San Diego; the County of Los Angeles; and the cities of Long
Beach, Santa Monica, West Hollywood, and Redondo Beach in Los Angeles County.
Zia Engineering’s experience can help the team create a report that will best serve the long-term
recycling goals of the SNAP. Currently, Mr. Joslin is working with the team, purchasing, and
contracting to secure the services of Zia Engineering. The team continues to work on an October,
2008 deadline for the finished report.

Task 2: Messaging Campaign
This quarter the Anti-Litter Team finalized the development and began implementation of the
phase II media buy for the Don’t Trash Nevada campaign plan. The plan is now underway and
features several different forms of media. The current media buy means Don’t Trash Nevada will
be seen in several sources through the late fall of 2008.
During this quarter, Don’t Trash Nevada has run media on television, radio, newspaper,
magazines, bus stop billboards, and Spanish language outlets. The campaign continues the
Bronze Quill award winning campaign with a notable addition. As per the media campaign plan
approved by the SNAP Board, Don’t Trash Nevada is adding targeted messaging to the general
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awareness efforts of phase I. The current phase of the plan includes ads designed specifically to
address contractors and desert dumping. The new ad will appear in AGC Construction
Connection four times this summer and fall as well as the Las Vegas Review Journal.
Phase II of the messaging campaign featured a new public outreach event, Don’t Trash Nevada
Day. Saturday, May 31, 2008, was a day of “first-evers” for Southern Nevada residents. The
first-ever Don’t Trash Nevada Day was celebrated at Red Spring Picnic Area in the Red Rock
Canyon National Conservation Area. The family event, which was held from 10 a.m. to noon,
included environmental displays and information, as well as the first-ever “Race for Our Desert,”
where local mascots competed in a 10M (10 meters, or 33 feet) “race.”
Several local newspapers and a television station covered the event. Don’t Trash Nevada Day was
featured on Channel 8 news, the Las Vegas Review Journal, The Summerlin South View (see
attached), The Summerlin Home News, and the Boulder City Home News.
The team recently partnered with Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful (KTMB). KTMB is an
affiliate of the Keep America Beautiful program and operates in Northern Nevada. KTMB
contacted the Team looking for ways to collaborate and spread an anti-litter message across the
entire state. KTMB signed a logo usage form and has begun using the Don’t Trash Nevada logo
in its messaging (see attached). This partnership increases exposure of the message and helps
create partnerships that may lead to long term project sustainability.
Program Website
The Don’t Trash Nevada official Web site (www.donttrashnevada.org) launched on October 12,
2006. The site includes information related to illegal dumping and litter prevention, clean-up
events, recycling, household hazardous waste management, and the anti-litter pledge. Data for the
period of April – June 2008 indicate 114,889 successful server requests, and 17,267 successful
page requests (See Figure 1 below). This is a substantial increase over the previous quarter and
reflects the efforts to increase traffic to the site as well as the influence of the current media
campaign.
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Don't Trash Nevada
web site traffic by quarter
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Figure 1 shows Don’t Trash Nevada quarterly web traffic since the site went live.

A special feature of the website is the anti-litter pledge (www.donttrashnevada.org/pledge.htm).
This pledge gives site visitors the opportunity to take a pro-active stance in supporting clean
public lands. Between April and June 2008, 189 people took the pledge. Since the pledge’s
inception in October 2006, 855 people have taken the pledge. The names of all persons taking the
pledge are entered into a spreadsheet for tracking purposes. The pledge is available on the Don’t
Trash Nevada web page and is available at all public outreach events.
To encourage campaign visibility and outreach, people who take the pledge receive a thank you
card, a Don’t Trash Nevada lapel pin, and a trash bag bearing the Don’t Trash Nevada logo and
Web site address via the mail.
This quarter, the team developed and ordered a new messaging tool. The team has ordered 3,000
reusable shopping bags for distribution. The bags feature the Don’t Trash Nevada logo, and can
be used for groceries or any other use the recipient feels appropriate. The bags increase exposure
of the message while encouraging the use of reusable bags. Reusable shopping bags are an
effective way to minimize plastic bag waste and litter. The bags are a nice addition to the Don’t
Trash Nevada pins and window clings.
Outreach
The Take Pride in America in Southern Nevada Team continues to promote the ant-litter message
by attending public outreach events and attracting uncontrolled media coverage. The team attends
events to speak with people about the program, sign people up for the pledge, answer questions,
distribute promotional materials, and network with potential partners. This quarter the team
participated in several outreach efforts.
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•

April 19, 2008 – Summerlin EarthFaire
More than 10,000 valley residents attended the fifth annual Summerlin Earthfaire on
April 19 at Summerlin Centre Community Park. The outdoor festival, which featured
more than 75 environmental organizations, also included a full schedule of entertainment,
environmental exhibits, displays and special attractions.

•

April 25, 2008 – PLI Open House
The PLI open house was held in recognition of Earth Day, and to celebrate the official
opening of the new GIS lab at PLI. The event was attended by professors, students,
partners, and invited guests. Attendees watched a presentation about Don’t Trash Nevada
and were given promotional items.

•

May 5, 2008 – HSBC World Environment Day
This annual event is sponsored by HSBC and open to employees, friends, and family of
HSBC. HSBC has been a valuable supporter of volunteer clean-ups, and this event has
made that partnership stronger.

•

May 5, 2008 – Bailey Middle School Great Unconformity Clean-up
During the monthly clean-up of the Great Unconformity by Bailey Middle School
students, two television news crews came to report on the efforts of the school and Take
Pride on America in Southern Nevada. Channels 8 and 13 both did stories for their
evening and late night news. The stories as they appeared on the telecast, can be seen on
the Don’t Trash Nevada web site.

•

June 14, 2008 – Free Fishing Day
The Free Fishing Day event is a joint effort between Nevada Department of Wildlife and
the National Park Service, along with the Bureau of Reclamation and the University of
Nevada Las Vegas Public Lands Institute. Joining these agencies are members of local
fishing organizations whose desire is to see people enjoy the sport of fishing. Residents
who attended the event received information about Litter, as well as Don’t Trash Nevada
trash bags, window clings and pins.

Task 3: Litter and Desert Dumping Clean-ups
The Take Pride in America in Southern Nevada Team participated in 10 clean-up events this
quarter. Nine of the clean-ups were volunteer events. One event was at the request of an agency
employee who had a workforce but needed help executing the event.
A total of 449 volunteers donated 1931 hours to our public lands during the nine volunteer cleanups. According to the Independent Sector, which provides data for calculating the economic
impact of volunteers, the volunteer events this quarter have had an economic impact of $37,674.
(See Figures 2-7 on the next pages).
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Figure 2 shows the number of events per quarter since program inception.

Figure 3 shows the number of volunteers participating in events each quarter since program
inception.
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Figure 4 shows volunteer hours contributed each quarter since program inception.

Figure 5 shows the value of volunteer hours since program inception in dollars and cents.
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Figure 6 shows the number of cubic yards of waste removed from public lands by volunteers and
other supported clean-ups since program inception.
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Figure 7 compares the volume of trash removed from public lands since program inception to a
popular monument.
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Table 1 below provides totals for the number of events, volunteers, hours, economic impact, and
waste removed through the efforts of the Anti-Litter Team since inception.

Number of events

57

Number of volunteers

2857

Number of volunteer hours

12576.5

Economic impact of volunteers
Cubic yards of waste removed by volunteers and
other supported clean-ups.
Cubic yards of waste removed by alternative
work forces

$243,385.80
2765
908

Table 1 summarizes totals for Don’t Trash Nevada clean-up efforts since its inception.

Volunteer Clean-Up Events
•

March 29, 2008 – Ash Creek, Calico Basin – BLM
This event was not included in the pervious quarter report due to its completion after the
report deadline. The Las Vegas Climbers Liaison Council asked to collaborate with Take
Pride in America in Southern Nevada. The group wanted to give back to the public lands
on which they recreate. Thirty volunteers worked for three hours removing litter from a
popular climbing and hiking area. The effort removed 15 cubic yards of debris.

•

March 30, 2008 – Red Spring Picnic Area – BLM
This event was not included in the pervious quarter report due to its completion after the
report deadline. The Las Vegas Climbers Liaison Council spent a second day with Take
Pride in America in Southern Nevada. Ten volunteers worked for three hours removing
10 cubic yards of litter.

•

April 3, 2008 – The Great Unconformity – BLM
During this event, 50 students worked for four hours and removed 5 cubic yards of waste.

•

April 12, 2008 – 33 Hole, Lake Mead NRA – NPS
Areas frequented by fishermen can be some of the most littered areas around the lake. 33
Hole is a very popular area for fishing and needed some attention. Forty-five volunteers
signed up to help and removed 30 cubic yards of litter in four hours.

•

April 19, 2008 – 33 Hole, Lake Mead NRA – NPS
Forty volunteers from UNLV returned to 33 Hole in celebration of Earth Day. The
volunteers helped pick-up even more of this often-visited area. They removed an
additional 12 yards of litter.

•

April 19, 2008 – Calico Basin – BLM
Thirty-eight volunteers visited Calico Basin to clean-up another area of this popular spot,
as well as remove some graffiti. By the end of the four-hour workday, the volunteers had
removed 30cubic yards of waste and painted over graffiti on an old foundation.
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•

May 3, 2008 – Sunrise Management Area – BLM
East Lake Mead Boulevard is a popular dumpsite. In recognition of Join Hands Day, the
BLM and Take Pride in America in Southern Nevada collaborated to clean-up a mile
section of roadway. The interagency law enforcement also participated. The law
enforcement team assisted with traffic control and transportation for the event.

•

May 6, 2008 – The Great Unconformity – BLM
Students from Bailey Middle School did a great job once again. Forty-one students
removed 8 cubic yards of trash. This event was featured on Channel 8 and 13 newscasts
(see outreach events for details).

•

May 10, 2008 – Lee and Kyle Canyons, Spring Mountains NRA, USFS
This quarter, the final volunteer clean-up was held in Kyle and Lee Canyons. The event
was a product of the anti-litter pilot project that Take Pride in America in Southern
Nevada has been helping to support and grow. The project was very ambitious and
focused on several of the most used areas. Volunteers removed 310 cubic yards of waste
during this event.

Anti-Litter Team Supported Events
The Anti-Litter Team has worked to increase clean-up capacity on federal lands. Some of the
clean-up projects supported by the team are events set-up by federal agency staff. Logistical
support including planning, roll-offs, port-o-potties, equipment, etc. were provided to make the
project possible. This quarter, one clean-up supported by the Anti-Litter Team, resulted in the
removal of 70 cubic yards of waste.
•

May 16, 2008 – Sandy Valley – BLM
Wendy Scott, BLM Desert Dumping Coordinator, had the site and work crew, but needed
additional support to make the project a reality. Take Pride in America in Southern
Nevada provided the additional support in the procurement of roll-offs and equipment.
The event resulted in the removal of 70 cubic yards of waste from an older dumpsite.

Additional Dumpsters and Roll-off
One of the Anti-Litter Team’s goals is to provide additional dumpsters, trash receptacles, and
collection on Southern Nevada public lands as needed. Team members thought this could be best
achieved by soliciting input directly from staff. Based on team guidance, Mr. Joslin developed a
web-based roll-off and dumpster-request page, which is accessible to agency staff. The web page
allows staff from all four agencies to request dumpsters and/or roll-offs as needed.
This quarter, the team saw the addition of a much-needed dumpster for the Great Unconformity.
This area is often the site of litter and dumping due to its close proximity to the city. To address
this area Take Pride in America in Southern Nevada worked closely with Republic Services to
place a specially designed dumpster. The dumpster has a small hole cut in the front to allow small
trash items to be placed inside while the top is locked shut to prevent illegal use by dumpers.
There is also a sign attached to the dumpster advising people that it is for visitor use only, and
residential and/or commercial use is subject to penalty. The team will monitor this dumpster
closely in the coming months.
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Alternative Work Force Clean-Up Events
The Nevada Division of Forestry (NDF) is currently under agreement with Public Lands Institute
to perform projects as needed. This quarter, the NDF crew completed one clean up along the Corn
Creek Road in the Desert National Wildlife Refuge. The three-day project removed 30 cubic
yards of waste from along the refuge access road.
Take Pride in America in Southern Nevada is currently negotiating memorandums of
understanding/contracts with two new alternative work forces. The team hopes to complete
agreements with Great Basin Institute and the Spring Mountain Youth Camp during the next
quarter. The agreements will allow PLI to coordinate clean-ups performed by these organizations
on public lands.
The Spring Mountain Youth Camp (SMYC) is a youth correctional facility in the Spring
Mountains National Recreation Area. Through the SMYC Program, youths committed to the
camp perform a variety of services such as repair and maintenance of hiking trails, litter removal,
sign construction and snow removal.
The Great Basin Institute includes the Nevada Conservation Corps. This organization harnesses
the energy and idealism of youth to meet the needs of Nevada public lands and communities. This
includes working on direct conservation projects including litter and dumping clean-ups. The
program utilizes AmeriCorps volunteers.

Task 4: Judicial System Analysis
On October 26, 2006, a draft Judicial System Analysis report was presented to the Interagency
Law Enforcement Team for review. The Judicial Analysis was determined to be complete by the
SNAP Executive Director on February 23, 2007. The Executive Director requested that the Law
Enforcement Team provide written comments to include within the Judicial Analysis. Once these
comments are incorporated into the report, it will be submitted in compliance with the task
agreement.

Submitted by:
July 3, 2008

Margaret N. Rees, Principal Investigator

Date
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Meeting Agendas and Minutes
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Don’t Trash Nevada Day
coverage in the
Summerlin South View
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Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful
Partnership bus ad
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