
Graduate Research Symposium (GCUA) (2010 - 
2017) Graduate Research Symposium 2013 

Apr 15th, 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Coping With Pediatric Cancer: Conversational Methods Utilized by Coping With Pediatric Cancer: Conversational Methods Utilized by 

Parents and Children when Dealing with Pediatric Cancer Parents and Children when Dealing with Pediatric Cancer 

Chelsi Morgan Walls 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, wallsc@unlv.nevada.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/grad_symposium 

 Part of the Health Communication Commons, Interpersonal and Small Group Communication 

Commons, Oncology Commons, and the Pediatrics Commons 

Repository Citation Repository Citation 
Walls, Chelsi Morgan, "Coping With Pediatric Cancer: Conversational Methods Utilized by Parents and 
Children when Dealing with Pediatric Cancer" (2013). Graduate Research Symposium (GCUA) (2010 - 
2017). 4. 
https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/grad_symposium/2013/april_15/4 

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital Scholarship@UNLV 
with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this Event in any way that is permitted by the 
copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other uses you need to obtain permission from 
the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/
or on the work itself. 
 
This Event has been accepted for inclusion in Graduate Research Symposium (GCUA) (2010 - 2017) by an 
authorized administrator of Digital Scholarship@UNLV. For more information, please contact 
digitalscholarship@unlv.edu. 

http://library.unlv.edu/
http://library.unlv.edu/
https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/grad_symposium
https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/grad_symposium
https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/grad_symposium/2013
https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/grad_symposium?utm_source=digitalscholarship.unlv.edu%2Fgrad_symposium%2F2013%2Fapril_15%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/330?utm_source=digitalscholarship.unlv.edu%2Fgrad_symposium%2F2013%2Fapril_15%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/332?utm_source=digitalscholarship.unlv.edu%2Fgrad_symposium%2F2013%2Fapril_15%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/332?utm_source=digitalscholarship.unlv.edu%2Fgrad_symposium%2F2013%2Fapril_15%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/694?utm_source=digitalscholarship.unlv.edu%2Fgrad_symposium%2F2013%2Fapril_15%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/700?utm_source=digitalscholarship.unlv.edu%2Fgrad_symposium%2F2013%2Fapril_15%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/grad_symposium/2013/april_15/4?utm_source=digitalscholarship.unlv.edu%2Fgrad_symposium%2F2013%2Fapril_15%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalscholarship@unlv.edu


    Coping With Pediatric Cancer: Conversational Methods Utilized by Parents 

        and Children  when Dealing with Pediatric Cancer 

         Abstract 

This thesis analyzed how parents 

communicate with their child regarding 

pediatric cancer treatments. When 

dealing with pediatric cancer, it is vital 

that parents and their child 

communicate about the illness in order 

to effectively cope with the cancer. 

About 200 participants participated in 

this study via an on-line survey. The key 

concepts focused on participants’ 

indication about how they would react 

to a hypothetical scenarios involving 

parent/child communication about 

pediatric cancer treatments.  

               Hypotheses 
H1: Negative uncertainty appraisals 

will affect the use of (a) affect 

management and (b) buffering 

strategies people would use when 

talking to children about cancer 

treatments.  

 

H2:Positive uncertainty appraisals 

will affect the use of (a) affect-

management and (b) buffering 

strategies people would use when 

talking to children about cancer 

treatments.  

 

H3:The inference type (positive vs. 

negative) will affect the use of (a) 

affect management and (b) 

buffering strategies people would 

use when talking to children about 

cancer treatments 

 

H4: The illusion type (negative vs. 

positive) will affect the use of (a) 

affect management and (b) 

buffering strategies when talking to 

children about cancer treatments.  

 

H5:The interaction of appraisal, 

inference, and illusion will affect 

the use of (a) affect-management 

and (b) buffering when talking to 

children about cancer treatments.    

 Methods 
    Experimental Factorial Design 

 (2X3X2) 

 

Twelve distinct scenarios were 

created  for the factorial design, 

and appointment determined 

scenario distribution. 

        Scales 

    Knobloch’s (2006) Realism Scale 

 

    Carroll, et al., (2009) Marriage   

              Horizon Scale 

 

    Carver’s (1997) Brief COPE 

 

    Open-Ended Questions 

     Uncertainty Management 

 Theory 

Inference: 

Positive/Negative/Low 

Illusion: Positive/None 

Appraisal: Positive/Negative 

 

 Coping 

Affect-Management:                 

                 Faith/Disengagement 

Buffering: 

   Avoidance/Selective Ignoring 

 

By: Chelsi Walls, Department of Communication Studies 
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