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I don’t Feel No-way Arr. Harry Thacker Burleigh

1860-1949

Goin’ Home
/1‘077’1 the /argo oft}ze New World Symplmny

Harry Thacker Bur/eigiz
Anton DvoFdk
1841-1004

Walter Biggham is a student of Dr. Alfonse Anderson. This recital is offered in partial

fulfillment of the requirements for the Bachelor of Arts clegrce in Music.

John Rosamond Johnson (1873-1954), Johnson was an American composer and singer
c].uring the Harlem Renaissance. Johnson was respectfully known for writing “Lift Every
Voice and Sing” which is known in the United States today as the “Black National An-
them” James Weldon Johnson, a poet, and the brother of John Rosamond Johnson wrote
the lyrics of the famous piece. I‘oknson was trained at the New England Conservatory and
then studied in P.ondon. !

Harry Thacker Bur]eigh (1866-1947), Bur]eigh was an African American classical com-
poser, arranger, and protessiona baritone. He was accepted to study music at the National
Conservatory of Music in New York. Burleigh was a member of tf:e National Conserva-
tory’s symphony orchestra, were he played tie double Bass. In 1893, Burleigh assisted
and studied composition with composer Antonin Dvotak. Most of the work that Burleigh
did for Dvofak consisted o{:, h!ansferring the manuscript of Dvofak'’s 9th syrnphony for
the parts for various instruments. Burleigh introduced Dvofsk to African American folk
music. Dvofak was deeply inspired by the music of the Negro spiritua]. Dvoftik stated “the
Negro spiritual was some the greatest American music and from this music it could in-
spire a whole new school of mubical study.” Dvofék was so inspired by the spiritual, that in
1893 he used the melody from “Goin Home” by H.T.Burlei f\ to write one of his greatest
symp]wnic works. Dvofak’s New World Symphony p]ayed this new work. It was the first
time this had ]'mppenerl for an African-American composer

'

William. Henry Smith

Composer and arranger of the many Negro spirituals. There is little known about this
composer but his arrangements are part of the standard choral and solo for per[‘orming
groups and artist throug out America.

William Grant Still (1895 -1978) was an African-American classical composer. He
wrote more than 150 compositions. Still was the first African-American to conduct a
major American symphony orchestra, he was also the first African American compos-
ers to have a sympi,\ony ot his own per{iorme(l lny a Iea(ling orchestra known as the Berlin
Philharmonic Orchestra in Berlin, Germany. Mr. Still's symphony was called Sympllony
No.1 “Afro-American” (this was his first symphony). Mr. Still was also the first African
American to have his opera entitled “Troubled Island” performed by a major opera com-
pany (The New York City Opera). Mr. Still was a]so, the first to have an opera perForme
on national television. William Grant Still is often referred to as “the dean” of African-
American composers.

Antonin Dvofak (1841-1904), A composer of romantic music, Dvofak was the director
of the National Conservitory of Music from the year1892 to 1895 in New York City.
In Dvofak’s years of being the director of the National Conservatory, He met with Harry
Burleigll, one of the earﬁest African-American composers. Burleigh introduced tradi-
tional American Spirituals to Dvofak. In the year of 1893, while in New York, Dvoiik
wrote Symphony No.9, “From the New World” Harry Burleigh assisted Dvofik as one of
his we”—respectec]. composition students.
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