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AGENDA SETTING THEORY :

results :

DISCUSSION AND SIGNIFICANCE :

METHOD :
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WHAT, IF ANY, IS THE DIFFERENCE IN HOWWHAT, IF ANY, IS THE DIFFERENCE IN HOW

FREQUENCY LEVELS IMPACT PUBLIC OPINION ON IMPORTANCE OF THE 

ISSUES BEING REPORTED (McCombs, 2004).

Utilizing purposive sampling, 60 articles were gathered (20 from E!, 20 

from CNN, 20 from FOX News). Employing directive content analysis, the 

articles were coded under seven different categories: 

results demonstrate that the difference between media network 

and coding category are significant. media networks often 

highlight issues that correspond to their audience based on their 

political view.

INDIVIDUALS ARE LIKELY RECEIVING DIFFERENT INFORMATION, THROUGH DIFFERENT 

FRAMES AND ABOUT DIFFERENT ISSUES HIGHLIGHTEd AT VARYING LEVELS OF FREQUENCY 

BOTH BETWEEN AND WITHIN NETWORK. DUE TO THE SIGNIFICANT VARIATION, DIFFERENT 

AUDIENCES COULD VERY LIKELY INTERPRET CERTAIN ELEMENTs SUCH AS SCANDAL AND 

HOLLYWOOD, AS MORE IMPORTANT THAN OTHER ELEMENTS, SUCH AS POWER AND SEXUAL 

ASSAULT. THE AGENDA AND FRAMES PRESENTED TO MEDIA CONSUMING INDIVIDUALS CAN 

CONTRIBUTE TO:

SOURCES : McCombs, M. (2004). Setting the agenda: The mass media and public opinion. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press. 

THEREBY IMPACTING:

PRE-CONCEIVED NOTIONS

ACCEPTANCE OF MYTHS

FORMULATION OR REINFORCEMENT OF STEREOTYPES

SHAPING OF ATTITUDES

PUBLIC OPINION

BEHAVIOR

INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS

THE MEDIA DOES NOT TELL US WHAT TO THINK, BUT TELLS us WHAT TO 

THINK ABOUT. 

PEOPLE DEPEND ON THE MEDIA WHEN THEIR NEED FOR ORIENTATION IS 

LOW.

MEDIA ONLY SHOWS PARTS OF A STORY THAT CORRESPOND TO THE POLITICAL 

ORIENTATION OF THEIR AUDIENCE.

COSBY AS THE RISE AND FALL 

OF AN AMERICAN HERO

THE COSBY CASE AS A MEDIA 

FEEDING FRENZY

NOT ACKNOWLEDGED

SUPPORT FOR COSBY

POWER OF COSBY

POWER FOR VICTIMS/SURVIVORS

THE COSBY CASE AS An EVENT 

PRODUCED BY AND TYPICAL OF 

HOLLYWOOD/LOS ANGELES

THE COSBY SCANDALTHE COSBY SCANDAL

IS FRAMED BY DIFFERENT MEDIA OUTLETS?IS FRAMED BY DIFFERENT MEDIA OUTLETS?
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power for victims & survivors
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support of cosby event typical of hollywood/la

case as media feeding frenzy rise & fall of heronot acknowledgedpower of cosby
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