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Featuring

Ben Vereen, Pete Barbutti, The Cunninghams, Pascale
Elia, Vinny Falcone, Jerry Lopez, Reva Rice, Ronnie
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PROGRAM

UNLV Jazz Ensemble |

Directed by Dave Loeb and Nathan Tanouye

Louis Jordan Is You or Is You Ain't My Baby
(1908-1975)
Marlena Shaw

Duke Ellington | Let A Song Go Out Of My Heart
(1899-1974)
JoBelle Yonely

Russ Freeman Music is Forever
(1926-2002)
Don and Alicia Cunningham

Duke Ellington Cottontail
Don and Alicia Cunningham )

Richard Rogers, Lorenz Hart Mountain Greenery
(1902-1979) (1895-1943)
Laura Taylor

John Klenner, Sam Lewis Just Friends
(1899-1954) (1885-1959)
Laura Taylor

Charles E. Calhoun Smack Dab in the Middle
(1901-1999)
Ronnie Rose



Johnny Mandel, Paul Francis Webster

(b. 1925) (1907-1984)

Ronnie Rose
LA Reid, Babyface
(b. 1956) (b. 1956)

Reva Rice

Pinetop Sparks
(1908-1935)

Earl Turner
Ary Barroso
(1903-1964)

Pascale Elia

Harold Arlen, Johnny Mercer
(1905-1986) (1909-1976)
Eric Jordan Young

J Lopez
(b. 1955)
Jerry Lopez
Henri Betti
(1917-2005)
Pia Zadora

Russ Morgan, Larry Stock
(1904-1969) (1896-1984)
Pia Zadora

Walter Donaldson, Gus Kahn
(1893-1947) (1886-1941)

The Shadow of Your Smile

I'm Your Baby Tonight

Everyday | Have The Blues

Brazil

That Old Black Magic

Canta Con Amigo

C'est Si Bon

You're Nobody 'Till Somebody Loves You

Love Me Or Leave Me

Ben Vereen
Artie Butler Here’s To Life
(b. 1942) e
Ben Vereen
Maymie Watt, Sid Wyche Alright Okay
(1904-1965) (1920-1974)
Entire Cast
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Joe Williams
With the sole exception of Billie Holiday, possibly no other singer could convey both ballads and blues
with such authority and appeal. Joe Williams’ rich baritone voice, clear diction, masterly interpretation of
lyrics, and tremendous stage presence brought him international fame. The early part of his 60+ year
career found him with the bands of such jazz luminaries as Jimmie Noone, Coleman Hawkins, Andy Kirk,
and Lionel Hampton. He came first to broad public attention in 1955 with his hit version of Memphis Slim's
"Every Day | Have The Blues," recorded with the Count Basie Orchestra. That famous LP (now CD)
entitled "Count Basie Swings, Joe Williams Sings" established Joe as a major performer, and also put the
Basie band firmly back in the public eye (and ear) after a period of postwar retrenchment.

Joe remained the Basie Orchestra's star singer until 1961, when he left to go out on his own. As a solo
artist, backed usually by a piano trio or quartet, Joe performed for almost forty years in top jazz clubs and
concert halls around the world. Joe Williams performed in concert and on record with such stars as Ella
Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, George Shearing, Nancy Wilson, Marlena Shaw, Mel Torme, and with
celebrated blues shouters Jimmy Rushing and Big Joe Turner. He appeared frequently on national TV
programs such as the "Tonight Show with Johnny Carson," the "Perry Como Show," and had a supporting
role in the Bill Cosby comedies.

He won a multitude of awards, including a Grammy in 1985 for his recording "Nothing But The Blues,"
and was given the EL.LA Award by the Society of Singers. He was also invited to perform in the White
House by Presidents Nixon and Clinton. In 1983, a pavement star was laid for him in Hollywood's “Walk
Of The Stars' -- next to that of Count Basie.

Before he died -- at the age of 80 on March 29, 1999 -- Joe Williams, with his wife Jillean and some of his
closest friends and collaborators, created the not-for-profit Joe Williams Every Day Foundation. The
Foundation’s purpose is fourfold:

* To support the musical arts by promoting music in all its facets, jazz in particular.

* To support programs that address the needs of students and those starting careers in
music, giving special emphasis to training above the secondary level. This includes
singing, instrument training, composition and arranging, and first promotional recordings.

* To support selected organizations recommended by schools, colleges, and charitable
bodies involved in music, the performing arts, and music education.

* To promote jazz by documenting the histories, musical knowledge and experiences of
leading musicians in the jazz field arts, and music education.

UNLYV Jazz Ensemble
Since its inception nearly four decades ago, the UNLV Jazz Ensemble has received outstanding reviews
from critics, including a five-star rating from Downbeat Magazine. UNLV Jazz Ensemble | garnered
coveted Downbeat Magazine Student Music Awards for Graduate College Large Ensemble Outstanding
Performance in 2010 and 2013. This exceptional group was one of three university jazz bands selected
from distinguished music programs worldwide and Nevada'’s first collegiate instrumental ensemble invited
to participate in the prestigious 65™ annual Midwest Clinic and International Band and Orchestra
Conference, in Chicago, IL.

With 20 critically acclaimed recordings to its credit, the UNLV Jazz Ensemble traveled internationally
including numerous trips to Europe, Africa, Japan, South America, Australia, and performed at The
Monterey Next Generation Jazz Festival, The Hawaii International Jazz Festival, The Kennedy Center For
The Performing Arts in Washington, DC, The Village Vanguard in New York City, The University of Idaho
Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival, and The Jazz Bakery in Los Angeles. Students from the UNLV Jazz



Ensemble received numerous outstanding soloist awards at major festivals including the Reno Jazz
Festival and the Monterey Next Generation Jazz Festival and played with The Count Basie Orchestra in
concert directed by UNLV alumni Dennis Mackrel.

In addition, students in the UNLV Jazz Ensemble won significant jazz composition and arranging
accolades from Downbeat Magazine and ASCAP. The UNLV Jazz Ensemble has performed or recorded
with many legendary jazz artists including Bobby Shew, Bob Sheppard, George Garzone, Chris Potter,
Tim Hagans, Peter Erskine, James Moody, Phil Woods, Harvey Mason, Ron Carter, Kenny Burrell, Clay
Jenkins, Rich Perry, Wayne Bergeron, Marlena Shaw, Monty Alexander, Marvin Stamm, Joe LaBarbera,
Brandon Fields, Eric Marienthal, Ruth Brown, Joe Williams, Don Menza, and Manhattan Transfer.

Students from the UNLV Jazz Ensemble performed with Academy and Tony Award-winning entertainers
including Ben Vereen, Bebe Neuwirth, Marvin Hamlish, Tommy Tune, the cast of Forbidden Broadway
and Jekyll and Hyde for the UNLV Performing Arts Center concert series. Alumni from the UNLV Jazz
Ensemble appeared in concerts with artists including Frank Sinatra, John Scofield, The Dizzy Gillespie All
Stars, Santana, Steve Winwood, Jackson Brown, Celine Dion, Bette Midler and the Count Basie
Orchestra.
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UNLYV Jazz Ensemble |

Saxophone Dylan Musso
Patrick Garcia Keith Larsen
Eben Arias
Carlos Mata-Alvarez Guitar
Jamaal Howard Andrew Silva
Emilio Rivera

Piano 3
Trumpet Jason Corpuz
Richard Paugh Alec Bart
Kevin Tague
Hazen Mayo Bass
Jorge Machain Nick Schmitt
Trombone Drums
Nick Veslany Austin Pooley

Paul Olesuk Gyasi Greer



