
UNLV Best Teaching Practices Expo Faculty Affairs 

2023 

Using the Touchstones Discussion Method for Common Reader Using the Touchstones Discussion Method for Common Reader 

Discussions Discussions 

Nathan M. Slife 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, nathan.slife@unlv.edu 

Chelsie Hawkinson 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, chelsie.hawkinson@unlv.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/btp_expo 

 Part of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Slife, Nathan M. and Hawkinson, Chelsie, "Using the Touchstones Discussion Method for Common Reader 
Discussions" (2023). UNLV Best Teaching Practices Expo. 193. 
https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/btp_expo/193 

This Poster is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital Scholarship@UNLV 
with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this Poster in any way that is permitted by the 
copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other uses you need to obtain permission from 
the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/
or on the work itself. 
 
This Poster has been accepted for inclusion in UNLV Best Teaching Practices Expo by an authorized administrator 
of Digital Scholarship@UNLV. For more information, please contact digitalscholarship@unlv.edu. 

http://library.unlv.edu/
http://library.unlv.edu/
https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/btp_expo
https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/fac_affairs
https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/btp_expo?utm_source=digitalscholarship.unlv.edu%2Fbtp_expo%2F193&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1328?utm_source=digitalscholarship.unlv.edu%2Fbtp_expo%2F193&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/btp_expo/193?utm_source=digitalscholarship.unlv.edu%2Fbtp_expo%2F193&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalscholarship@unlv.edu


Using the Touchstones Discussion Method for Common 
Reader Discussions

Nathan Slife, Ph.D. & Chelsie Hawkinson, Ph.D., Department of Educational Psychology, Leadership, and Higher Education

Teaching Practice & Need it 

Addresses

The Four Stages of Group 

Development

1. Participation: Students begin to speak to one 

another and not only to or through the teacher.

2. Cooperation: Each student has a voice and 

opinions that have a place in the discussion 

class, regardless of that student's academic 

performance or background

3. Active Listening: Students examine their own 

assumptions to more accurately understand 

other points of view – both those of the author 

and of their peers.

4. Collaborative Leadership: All students act as 

both participants and as leaders.

(Touchstones Discussion Project, 2023)

Touchstones Ground Rules

1. Read the text carefully
2. Listen carefully and do not interrupt.
3. Speak clearly and so everyone can hear you.
4. Give others your respect.
5. Do not raise your hands.

(Touchstones Discussion Project, 2023)

Resources

• Online Touchstones Workshops
• https://touchstones.org/workshops-training/register/

• Touchstones Fellows Program

• Touchstones Community Discussions

• Consultation with Drs. Hawkinson and Slife

Building Essential Skills

Students using the Touchstones Method build the 

following essential skills over the course of the 

semester:

• Belonginess

• Active Listening

• Self-Awareness & Regulation

• Critical Thinking

• Communication

• Global & Multicultural Awareness

• Citizenship
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The Touchstones Method empowers students to 

find their voice within an inclusive and collaborative 

discussion.

Instructors can use this method to facilitate 

discussions of the UNLV Common Reader 

Program. This program provides incoming 

undergraduate students with a common intellectual 

experience discussing a select text.

Principles from the Touchstones Method can 

be used to facilitate conversation of any text that is 

used in this Common Reader program.
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