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ABSTRACT
The Presidential Performance of George W. Bush as a Visual Construct
by
Kristen Allen Stetzenbach
Dr. Lawrence Mullen, Examination Committee Chair
Associate Professor of Journalism and Mass Media Studies
University of Nevada, Las Vegas

The purpose of this study is to examine George W. Bush’s performance as
President of the United States through mediated visual messages. In this paper
performance will be conceptualized using a content analysis method. This paper presents
the notion that presidential performance and the job of being president are linked. The
study is meant to watch President Bush and document his appearances as seen through
mediated images. The New York Times’ front pages from George W. Bush’s first
inauguration in January 2001 up to his re-election and second oath of office in 2005 were
analyzed for six categories of visual depictions in the areas of speech making,
commander-in-chief, official paperwork, domestic diplomacy, foreign diplomacy, and
domestic luminance. These elements help define presidential performance visually. The
New York Times newspaper was chosen for this study because it is considered the
nation’s paper of record. Along with national circulation, the New York Times also
circulates throughout the world and has reporters and photographers on hand to visually

document the President’s activities and the persona he portrays through those official

activities. As a construct, performance may be defined in many ways, but in this paper it

iii
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is defined as the things one does while in public office that help define the nature of that
public office as articulated in Article II, Sections 2 and 3 of the United States
Constitution.

It was observed in this study that images of Present Bush were most often located
above the fold of the newspaper and in the middle of the page. President Bush was
making speeches in 28% of images collected and was shown as Commander-in-Chief in
9.3% of images. Domestic Luminance is the variable with the most frequency having a
total of 47.6% of the images collected and Official Paperwork was the least frequent with
only five images total. Public Diplomacy comprised 13.2% of images collected and 22%
of the images collected were of Foreign Diplomacy.

This study attempts to understand Bush’s performance as president through
pictorial representation of significant foreign and domestic events that occurred during
his first term in office. This paper also exhibits the man as president through his various
day-to-day activities, showing the human element of Bush as a leader. As the pictorial
artifacts of the Bush presidency are analyzed, questions concerning what the image might

say about the president’s performance are addressed.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study is to examine George W. Bush’s performance as
president through mediated visual messages. In this paper, performance will be
conceptualized as a visual construct and examined with analysis. The New York Times’
front pages from George W. Bush’s first inauguration in January 2001 up to his re-
election and second oath of office in 2005 were analyzed for visual depictions of speech
making, commander-in-chief, official paperwork, public diplomacy, foreign diplomacy,
and domestic luminance. These elements help define presidential performance as a
visual construct. The decision to utilize newspapers in this study is due to the fact they
are still a highly affect news distribution source. Although the internet and cable
television have made accessing news information extremely easy, there are still
approximately 1,500 daily newspapers in the United States. In addition, the estimated
circulation is approximately 55 million and 60 million on Sundays (Paletz, 2002). The
New York Times newspaper was chosen for use in this study because it is considered the
nation’s paper of record. “The elite press is represented by the New York Times...serving
as a guide, even guru, for the rest of the press” (Paletz, 2002, p.72). As one of the
country’s major newspapers the New York Times features journalists and photographers
with White House credentials who not only cover domestic news that involves the

President but travel with him on overseas journeys as well (Paletz, 2002). Along with
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national circulation, the New York Times also circulates throughout the world and has
reporters and photographers on hand to visually document the President’s activities and
the performance he is portraying through those official activities.

If a president’s persona is not what makes up democratic politics then what does
determine success in politics, particularly in terms of the media? The role of the
president as a figurehead could play a significant role in answering this question.
Performance as a politician helps the constituency form opinions, influences
policymaking, and influences future elections and future leaders. A president’s political
style is a vital determinant of his performance (Erickson, 2000). Visuals such as gestures
do not prove, but rather aesthetically illuminate appeal by miming natural performance
(Stucky, 1993). As a construct, performance may be defined in many ways, but in this
paper it is defined as the activities one does while in public office which help define the
nature of that public office as articulated in Article II, Sections 2 and 3 of the United
States Constitution.

Article II, Section 2 of the United States Constitution states, “The
President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the
United States, and the militia of the several States, when called into the
actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion in writing,
of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any
subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and shall have
Power to Grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses against the United

States, except in cases of Impeachment.
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He shall have Power, by and with Advice and Consent of the Senate to
make treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he
shall nominate, and by with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall
appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the
Supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose
Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be
established by Law; but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment
of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in
the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.

The President shall have power to fill all Vacancies that may happen
during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall
expire at the End of their next Session.”

Section 3 states, He shall from time to time give to the Congress
Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to their
Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedite; he
may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them,
and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of
Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper;
he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take
Care that the Laws be fairly executed, and shall Commission all the

Officers of the United States.
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The duties as defined by Article II cover various activities ranging from
commanding the armed forces, speechmaking, signing bills, and providing an articulated
state of the union each year, meeting with local and national politicians, receiving foreign
heads of state, and traveling abroad to perform diplomatic functions in other countries.
The functions of the office of the president as I have called them form the basis of
presidential power. It is important to note thai there is some argument concerning the
actual power that the president possesses. As the Constitution was being formulated, the
founding fathers were sure to address the necessity for their government not to leave
ultimate power in the hands of one man. The nature of the government of the United
States provides a system of checks and balances to ensure that no one branch of the
government obtains absolute power. This raises a question as to how much actual power
the president retains. Some consider the president’s power to be greater than others. For
example, the president holds almost absolute power in foreign policy and as Commander-
in-Chief of the United States armed forces. It is true that the president must ask Congress
to declare war, but he may commit troops and send monetary aid without the approval
from any other branch of government. This power is essential in understanding several
of the foreign policy decisions in the early years of George W. Bush’s first term as
president. An example of this is the decision made by President Bush and his advisors to
invade the country of Iraq in March, 2003. Many politicians in Washington as well as a
great majority of the public disagreed with the military action; some individuals even
condemned the use of military violence. No formal declaration of war was ever issued by
Congress and yet the United States sent troops, planes, weapons, and other supplies to

Iraq with the notion, created by President Bush and his advisors, to combat terrorism.
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RQ: Does President Bush perform the duties of the office of the President as
outlined in Article II of the United States Constitution as seen through mediated
images?

Within this research question several other questions are used to comprise a
response. Questions such as “Is there a pattern of presidential performance?” “Do the
media portray the president making more speeches, meeting with foreign dignitaries, or
meeting with the military during specific times?” “Are there different types of
performance images portrayed in the media when national or international events occur?”
“What performance aspects are more visible in the media in times of crisis?” Each of
these sub questions are used for analysis of images of President Bush coded for this
study. Thus, the descriptive goals of this study are established as the visual natures of
Bush’s performance are more clearly defined.

Because this study is of Bush’s performance as President one must first have an
understanding of the make up of his administration. That is background information of

Bush as President.

History of the Bush Presidency
George W. Bush’s presidency is an interesting presidency to study for several
reasons, not the least of which is the case of the transition to the White House, the
beginning of his domestic policy decisions. Other aspects of Bush’s first term are also
equally interesting to study. For example, other aspects of President Bush’s domestic
policy include his early cabinet appointments, the addition of cabinet offices, foreign

policy and international relationships, as well as speechmaking, and official paperwork.
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The Bush transition had potential for “a disaster in the making...starting with a potential
crisis of poiitical legitimacy” (Burke, 2004a, p. 5). What occurred in the 2000 transition
is “the most unique transition since that of Rutherford B. Hayes in 1876, whose election
was also mired in a controversy over electoral votes” (Burke, 2004a, p.1). Due to the
delay in the outcome of the 2000 election, the incoming administration had five fewer
weeks in which to prepare to take office. This equaled approximately half the time of
other administrations, only thirty-seven days in which President-elect Bush had in official
preparation to go from campaigning to governing (Pfiffner, 2004; Kumar & Sullivan,
2003).

Not only was Bush’s transition slowed by the controversial election but his
attempts to participate in effective presidential leadership once governing were slowed
with the loss of Republican control in the Senate in 2001 (Sabato, 2003). Furthermore,
the challenges raised by the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001 as well as the
aftermath from the attack created a situation the U.S. was not prepared for and had not
had to deal with since the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941. Essentially, Bush is among
the few presidents who have had to face “such a myriad of difficulties so soon into their
administrations” (Burke, 2004a, p.1). However, disaster did not occur. Bush and his
advisers announced key appointments, “in many cases doing so earlier than their Clinton
counterparts eight years before” (Burke, 2004b, p.22). In time for inauguration day, top
levels of the White House staff were in place and the new administration’s cabinet was

awaiting conformation.
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Explanation of Variables

Article II of the constitution explains specific guidelines as to the duties of the
president. In this study I have divided Article II into six separate and distinct concepts
which I have titled Public Diplomacy, Domestic Luminance, Foreign Diplomacy,
Commander-in-Chief, Speechmaking, and Official Paperwork to better analiyse and
discuss Presidential visual performance. The following is a brief description and
explanation of each concept.

Domestic Luminance

Domestic Luminance is defined as the President acting presidential and
conducting in-country affairs. This concept is meant to measure how President Bush
conducts national politics and works with other U.S. politicians, including his cabinet,
vice president, members of Congress, and state governments across the nation. An
example of Public Diplomacy is an image of President Bush on October 17, 2002
surrounded by members of his cabinet including Vice-President Dick Chaney and then
Secretary of State Colin Powell. (See Appendix B, Plate 1).

During Bush’s campaign he set a moderate tone by asserting that he was a
“compassionate conservative” and promising that he would “change the tone in
Washington by taking a bipartisan approach to governing” much as he did when
Govemor of Texas (Pfiffner, 2004, p. 3). In order to keep his promise he began to
“change the tone” with his cabinet requirement of diversity in the cabinet.

Without echoing President Clinton’s promise to appoint a cabinet that looks like

America,” Bush recruited a cabinet equally diverse by contemporary standards.

Bush appointed four women (Elaine Chao at Labor, Ann Veneman at Agriculture,
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Gale Norton at Interior, and Christine Whitmen at the Environmental Protection
Agency-designated as part of the cabinet), two African Americans (Colin Powell
at State and Roderick Paige at Education), one Arab American (Spencer Abraham
at Energy), one Hispanic (Mel Martinez at Housing and Urban Development), and
two Asian Americans (Chao and Norman Mineta at Transportation, also a
Democrat who has been secretary of commerce in the Clinton administration

(Pfiffner, 2004, pp. 3-4).

Within this gendered and ethnically diverse cabinet of only six out of fifteen being white
males, Bush managed to keep his promise to his electorate and begin to change the tone
in Washington during his troubling transition period. The diversity of Bush’s new
cabinet sent a message that his performance as president would be noticed by all groups
in the United States not only those who were his ethnic mirrors. Furthermore, Bush
showed through the diversity of his cabinet that he was a Republican president who
understood the “increasingly qualified pool of minorities in the United States” (Pfiffner,
2004, p.3-4).

The appointment of this cabinet was also intended to send the signal, to all sides
of the political spectrum, that the bipartisan nature of his diverse administration would
work to enhance the positives of his performance as president as well as gain trust those
minority voters from the Democratic Party who were awaiting his performance (Pfiffner,
2004). The appointment of his cabinet, despite the set backs of fewer weeks to prepare
and the pending legality of his victory, is only one aspect that shows the transition of the

Bush administration is still considered successful. During the early months of his
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administration Bush and his advisor made few mistakes that could be traced to a faulty
transition. In some respects, it was a smoother transition that the “friendly take over” of
George H.W. Bush in 1988 (Burke, 2004b, p.22). “President George Bush’s transition
into office was one of the shortest but most efficiently run in recent times” (Pfiffner,
2004, p.1).

In Burke (2004a), James P. Pfiffner explains that “a successful transition enables
a new administration to “hit the ground running” (p.2). Franklin D. Roosevelt’s (FDR)
successful transition to office was “a crucial time for assembling his ‘brain trust’ of close
advisers and crafting a number of policy proposals that he hoped would lead the country
out of the depression” (Burke, 2004, p.2). In addition, Ronald Reagan used his transition
period to facilitate tax and budget cuts and to rebuild the military. Reagan’s transition
has also generally been regarded as successful as well. “You really can get a lot done if
you have a very clear agenda and have set priorities that are commensurate with the
political capital you want spent. And for the most part Reagan did that” (Kumar &
Sullivan, 2003, p. xii).

The media are largely to thank for the greater importance placed on the President
and his cabinet during the early stages of the new administration. The attention brought
by the media as to what is occurring or not occurring in the new administration has
steadily increased. The preoccupation of who is being appointed to what cabinet position
has been surpassed by a range of matters that focuses more on the ability of the president
and his performance in front of and away from the media. The different media markets
are no longer necessarily focusing on the appointments of cabinet positions, but rather on

the performance, the image that the incoming leader of the free world will project to his

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



constituents through his term as president. “Journalists and political pundits now focus
on a range of matters, and how well presidents-elect and their associates accomplish their
tasks is often taken as a harbinger of future president competence and expertise” (Burke,
2004a, p.2). Although in the case of President Bush, journalists did follow his cabinet
appointments with a great deal of regularity in that he was attempting to project an image
of diversity and bipartisanship within his administration.

During the beginning days of his presidency, Bush was even able to create a new
cabinet position. A position he hoped would allow him to show his want of a diverse
nature of politics. Relatively early into his career as President, his eighth month in
office, an attack on American soil leads to the creation of this new cabinet position and
branch of the government bureaucracy, the Department of Homeland Security. In
addition, faith-based initiatives, large tax cuts, education policies, health care and social
security reform, and disaster relief for a summer filled with nature’s disasters make
Bush’s domestic policy and domestic diplomacy a second interesting aspect of his
presidency to study. We are looking to see if there are any everyday working
relationships between his advisors and other politicians or does he only meet with them
when there is a disaster or when he needs to. Is he an independent leader or does he look
to other U.S. leaders to assist him in his knowledge of how best to govern the American
people. “The best description of Bush’s approach to the presidency can be found in a
document more than two hundred years old, Federalist Paper Number 70” (Podhoretz,
2004, p.2). According to Podhoretz (2004) the leading character in the definition of good
government is “Energy in the Executive” (p.2). He also asserts that in particularly in a

self- governing nation the president must act. “He must do things, and do them

10
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decisively, creatively, and consistently...energy in the executive is essential to the
protection of the community against foreign attacks. ..to the security of liberty against the
enterprises and assaulted of Ambition, of faction, and of anarchy” (Podhoretz, 2004, pp.
2-3).

Public Diplomacy

For use in this study, Public Diplomacy is defined as meeting with the American
public, talking with everyday people, and generally visiting with his constituents. The
study is looking to see if the president is supporting voters during elections, possibly
kissing babies or meeting with children, making appearances to local organizations
throughout the country that are to benefit the everyday American. The chief executive is
expected to communicate with the public (Mullen, 1998). Images which portray the
president shaking hands with citizens furthers his performance in a positive manner by
suggesting that he cares for his constituency (Mullen, 1998). Simple gestures made by
the president such as meeting with flood victims, eating at a home town barbeque, or just
shaking hands with common people gives off an image that the president cares about the
people. An example of President Bush participating in domestic luminance can be seen
in a photograph dated November 4, 2002 and depicts the President kissing a baby, the
very definition of domestic luminance. (See Appendix B, Plate 2).

Furthermore, when the president participates in ceremonies and ritualistic
practices it is an illustration of domestic luminance. Prudent presidential performance at
the domestic level can signal a president’s ideological dominance over state ceremonies
and rituals, sites of political practice and spaces of discourse (Erickson, 2000).

“Ceremonies and rituals enacted at state-erected structures, monuments and memorials,

11
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for example, articulate cherished principles, cultural recollection and ideological values
that define, soothe, and unify witnesses in a form of primitive mystification” (Erickson,
2000, p.144). Such ceremonies symbolically create community. In addition, the political
climate that the administration of the chief executive displaces throughout the country
works to create a domestic policy for which he is able to visually take part in through
mediated political imagery.

This concept is meant to measure how President Bush interacts with the public
both politically and personally during everyday life and during times of tragedy and
disaster.

Once the Bush presidency was transformed, the defining moment of George Bush

as president would occur. The energy in George Bush’s executive would become clear.

At 8:48 am on September 11, 2001, American Airlines Flight 11 crashed into the
north tower of the World trade Center; at 9:03 am United Airline Flight 175
slammed into the south tower; at 9:45 am American Airlines Flight 77 hit the
Pentagon; by 10:30 am both towers had collapsed and the west section of the
Pentagon was in flames. More than 3,000 people died in the attacks: almost all
were Americans... Thus were world history, international relations, American
politics, and the Bush presidency transformed within minutes (Pfiffner, 2004, p.

3).

After the September 11™ attacks, the United States would never be the same. President
Bush promised the American people nothing less than his own blood, sweat and tears. In

his speech on September 20, 2001 he said, “I will not yield; I will not rest; I will not

12

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



relent in waging this struggle for freedom and security for the American people”
(Podhoretz, 2004, p.3). During the same address to a joint session of Congress on
September 20, 2001, Bush proclaimed that “Tonight we are a country awakened to a
danger and called to defend freedom... Whether we bring our enemies to justice, or bring
justice to our enemies, justice will be done” (White House transcript, 2001).
Interestingly enough, the most devastating blow to America’s homeland since the
beginning of World War Il in 1941 and the first and most important political effect of the

terrorist bombings of September 11"

was a “huge jump in public approval of President
Bush” (Pfiffner, 2004, p.5). The Gallup poll for the week before the terrorists’ attacks
had the president standing at an approval rating of 51 percent. The very next poll taken,
which happened to be the week following the attacks, September 14-15 showed the
president with an approval rating of 86 percent. This 35 percent jump is one of the
highest in recorded history. Political scientists call it a “rally event” and research
explains that is common for presidents to enjoy an increase in approval ratings from the
public during a time of crisis in U.S. national security (Pfiffner, 2004, p.5). However,
neither the Vietnam peace agreement in 1973 which caused a sixteen-point jump in the
Nixon administration nor the Truman Doctrine or the Cuban Missile Crisis which each
favored the respective presidents with a twelve-point jump were anywhere close.

President Bush did an effective job in uniting the country, mobilizing the military
for retaliation, and laying the ground work for organizing the government to ensure

homeland security (Pfiffner, 2004).

13
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Foreign Diplomacy

Foreign Diplomacy as it is titled in this study are images of the U.S. President and
foreign dignitaries. These images show the President as not only a national leader but a
foreign diplomat as well. An example of President Bush participating in Foreign
Diplomacy is an image dated October 20, 2001 on a trip to China (See Appendix B, Plate
3).

Other aspects of George W. Bush’s presidency that make it an interesting
candidate for study are his performances as president in relationship to foreign policy and
international affairs, including the United States’ relationship with the United Nations,
the relationship with Afghanistan, the current war with Iraq, and international terrorism.
Foreign travel and hosting foreign guests and dignitaries are part of the president’s duties
and so are part of the president’s performance as a world leader and political dignitary.
Trips abroad are typically given favorable coverage by the press. Foreign diplomats are
one of several types of people that the president could be seen with in a photograph. The
photographs of the president with foreign leaders or at foreign functions portray a variety
of symbolic images of the president as an international leader and of the United States as
a major player on the international stage. These images are largely symbolic but they do
express the president as a leader.

However, the press entourages that accompany the president are not without their
problems. Since the presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower in the late 1950s the
photographers and journalists who travel with the president have grown (Mullen, 1998).
However, the increase numbers of photographers and journalists who accompany the

president has not guaranteed the presentation of a favorable image during coverage. For
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example, President Nixon’s 1974 visit to China is generally regarded as a less than
favorable presentation of Nixon. For the most part, however the images taken by
journalists and photographers of the president abroad serve to enhance his performance.
For example, the photographs of President Kennedy’s trip to West Berlin where he
delivered his famous “Ich bin ein Berliner” speech are considered images which
empower democracy over communism. (Mullen, 1998) Generally, the more images of
the president engaging in foreign diplomacy the stronger he looks as a leader and
therefore, the stronger the image of foreign diplomacy.

George W. Bush has a considerable amount of self-discipline in his personal life
which carries over into matters of policy; in fact some biographers have stated that
President Bush has the “instincts of a successful riverboat gambler. Not the kind of
gambler who is so addicted to the thrill of the easy win that he inevitably loses
everything, but rather the poker player who wins most of the time by exerting the kind of
self-control that a compulsive gambler cannot” (Podhoretz, 2004, p. 6). One of the first
major foreign policy initiatives of the Bush administration was the disarming of Iraq
followed by U.S. military action against Iraq and its long time dictator Saddam Hussein.
Saddam Hussein and the country of Iraq which had been consciously and consistently in
defiance of its legal obligation under the terms that ended the 1991 Persian Gulf War had
steadily become a threat. “A new threat required nothing less than a new doctrine”
(Podhoretz, 2004, p.4). Therefore, it is important to address if the above stated “self
discipline” noted in President Bush’s personal life carries over to the manner he

addresses in Foreign policy with new policies, actions, and use of media tactics.
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Commander in Chief

The category of commander-in-chief is defined in this study as any image where
the president is photographed with members on the U.S. military. A sample image of the
President Bush portray his role as commander-in-chief is dated February 7, 2002 (See
Appendix B, Plate 4).

Just as the Constitution specifically states that the president will be the chief
executive, it also explicitly states that the president will be the commander-in-chief of the
military and armed services. The role of commander-in-chief is a very specific role that
relates a great deal to performance. Upon assuming the office of President of the United
States he also assumes the role of commander-in-chief during peace time as well as war
time. It can be inferred that the President’s role as commander-in-chief is linked with the
President’s role as a foreign diplomat. Most modern day presidents have had the
necessity to mobilize U.S. Armed Forced for use overseas. Many times the Chief
Executive can do this with no formal declaration of war from Congress. Often, military
mobilization comes after lengthy diplomatic relations fail. For example, in the early to
mid 1990s a situation of conflict was evolving with Bosnia. Both President Bush and
President Clinton, after his election in 1992, attempted to exhaust diplomatic resolutions
before consenting to military action leading to air strikes against Serbian forces (Preston,
2001). Any image in which the president is seen with members of the military whether it
is addressing rank and file G.1. solders, interacting with the generals or other officers, or
saluting the marines stationed outside of the White House or as he is boarding or leaving
Air Force One, depicts the president as commander-in-chief and is associated with his

performance as president.
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Speechmaking

Speechmaking is one category of performance that can be conceived as a
concrete, visual indicator of the president’s leadership qualities. Content analysis can
identify speechmaking in a visual image if, for example, the president is seen behind a
podium or with a microphone in front of him. The presence of a podium or microphone
identifies a “speechmaking environment” (Mullen, 1998). Although often chastised by
critics for his manner and style of speech making, President Bush is often photographed
giving speeches to a wide variety of groups and in various settings. A sample image of
President Bush participating in speech making is from May 18, 2002 where he is seen
making a speech with a microphone present in the image (See Appendix B, Plate 5).

Press conferences, State of the Union speeches, and other forms of public
address represent forms of speechmaking. Furthermore, presidential speeches are a way
to get good photographs of the president being presidential and portray an image to his
constituency.

As a presidential candidate, George W. Bush became famous (or notorious) for a
condition some have coined “dysverbia,” which is Bush’s “peculiar tendency to add
unnecessary syllables to multisyllabic words” (Podhoretz, 2004, p. 8). While some may
still mock his mispronunciations and word additions in speeches, contemporaries still
rank him as “a genuinely great speaker,” according to Podhoretz (2004) a former speech
writer for Ronald Reagan. Podhoretz (2004) also contends that after the “terrible evening
of September 11, 2001, Bush knit America together in its grief, celebrated its

determination, and concentrated its resolve” (pp. 8-9). He also contends that the speeches
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given by President Bush in the months and years following September 11™ helped create
a “substantive frame work for a new and complex foreign policy” (p.9).
Official Paperwork

According to Article II, the president is responsible for creating, passing or
vetoing legislation. The category of Official Paperwork is based on this exact concept.
Any photograph of the president signing legislation confirms that he is portraying this
aspect of his office and is therefore conceptualized and categorized in this section.

The image of the president participating in official paper work is important to his
image as president because 1t shows that he is up to date with current events and keeping
promises made about producing new legislation or vetoing undesirable legislation from
becoming law. An example of a president who often was seen keeping up to date with
current events and possible legislative issues was President John F. Kennedy. “Kennedy
was known to be a heavy reader especially of newspapers” (Mullen, 1998). President
Clinton was also known to be an avid reader and spent a great deal of time keeping up to
date with current events. Unlike President Kennedy or President Clinton who were often
photographed reading the newspaper, white house memorandums, or a brief, President
Bush is rarely photographed reading.

Throughout the analysis of this study the images collected of him participating in
Official Paperwork are relatively few. However, Official Paperwork is still a category in
this study because it is necessary for a leader to be up to date with current information
and current issues. Furthermore, as seen with past presidents like JFK and Bill Clinton, it
is a measure of presidential performance. President Reagan was also photographed in

different venues reading official briefs and other documents. It is important then to see if
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he is taking on the duty of Officiator of Executive and Legislative paperwork. Hopefully,
images collected of Bush reading and signing legislation explain his portrayal of this
aspect of the office. One of the few images collected of President Bush participating in

Official Paperwork is dated March 15, 2004 (See Appendix B, Plate 6).
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CHAPTER 2

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

In today’s contemporary world, individuals rely heavily on media to focus their
ideas, beliefs, and values particularly in the realm of news and politics. In fact media
sociology has shown that news and politics are immersed in the format of entertainment.
In other words, organizations that bring the public news are organizing and formatting
their products (i.e., politics, weather, economics, and sports) to fit more of an
entertainment oriented culture (Altheide, 2004). A new type of news has emerged
labeled “infotainment.” Research suggests that media outlets including electronic and
print focus image making on the “infotainment” kind of format. It is this emphasis on the
entertainment format that has “changed the organization as well as the working
assumptions and culture of journalists and audiences” (Altheide,2004, p.293). This has
brought about a change in the way people interpret information. Individuals are
becoming less concerned with what they hear and read and are replacing it with what

they see.

Media Theory
According to Altheide (2004) there are two concepts that help to clarify the
changes that have occurred particularly between news and politics, these terms are media

logic and entertainment formats. “Media logic refers to the assumptions and processes
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for constructing messages within a particular medium” (Altheide, 2004, p.294). Format,
which is a feature of media logic, is singularly important because it refers to the rules or
“codes” for defining, selecting, organizing, presenting, and recognizing information as
one thing rather than another (p.294). Media logic is an important part in judging
presidential performance particularly when the performance is being judged based on
imagery. Media logic paves the way for what Altheide calls “media culture,” which is
produced when media logic is employed to present and interpret the form and content of
phenomena (p.294).

Essentially, the president’s image as portrayed by the media creates a perception
of his performance and the way in which the image is distributed affect the public’s
Jjudgment whether or not his performance is positive or negative. The upsurge in media
culture has created a widespread commonality between associating positives or negatives
with images rather than through verbalism. People are deciding whether a politician is

performing his duties based on the images s/he is portraying via the media.

Presidential Performance and Mediated Images
Research on presidential performance suggests that image making focuses on
political manipulation and the conditions of the country. Economic conditions can be a
measure of presidential performance and the economic conditions of the country are
generally a large predictor of how the electorate may vote. If voters are unhappy with the
economy the first reflex is to look to the chief executive. During President George H. W.
Bush’s re-election campaign the economy faltered and although the incumbent Bush

enjoyed an approval rating above 80%, he lost the 1992 election.
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The ebb and flow of the economy can affect a performance rating of the president.
The economic predictor contains two factors: the retrospective and the prospective
(Mullen, 1998). Research shows that incumbents are primarily judged on their
retrospective performance, which is their performance in the past. Non-incumbents are
judged primarily on prospective performance which is their possible future performance
(Miller & Wattenberg, 1985).

Although the economy contributes to the president’s approval and overall
performance rating, the image of the president is becoming a dominant means of
assessing presidential performance. “Presidents use prudent performance imagery to
honor the dominant ideology’s wisdom and assert political realities” (Erickson, 2000,
p.144). A reporter once asked Ronald Reagan what is it like being a former actor and
being the President of the United States living in the White House. He replied: “How
could you be president and not be an actor?” (Roberts, 1993, p.9). There is relatively
little doubt that mediated images of the President performing his role as statesman,
foreign diplomat, or commander in chief captivate American audiences (Erickson, 2000).
Schmuhl (1990) explains that one legacy left to all future presidents by the Reagan
administration was the lesson that acting, stagecraft, and mediated images can enhance
presidential performance.

Ronald Reagan was one president extremely aware of how important media
exposure was to his ability to function well as president. According to Weisman (1984),
the first term of the Reagan presidency was a public relations triumph. This was due to
three distinct elements. Two obvious contributions were the man as president, his

policies and themes but mostly his effectiveness at manipulation the media. “Reagan was
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an actor, completely at ease in front of the media’s cameras and microphones.”
Moreover, he “brought to the presidency his movie persona of the personable, amiable,
nice guy” (Paletz, 2002, p.271). It was this personality that President Reagan was sure to
express through his media representation. Reagan knew that “this expression had the best
effect on his audience, boosting his supporters and neutralizing his opponents™ (Paletz,
2002, p.272). He wanted the public to not only see him as the president but to see him
favorably as president. Reagan was favored as president. When Reagan completed his
second term as president he left office with a 68% approval rating. This is one of the
highest approval ratings for any modern president even though the majority of American
disagreed with Reagan on many of his major policy positions (Paletz, 2002).

Dramatic appearances by Reagan at sites such as Normandy Beach, South
Korea’s DMZ, and the Berlin Wall grabbed the attention of American and international
audiences alike. Reagan was not the only president to use photo-opportunities to visually
portray his performance as president. Virtually every president in the 20™ century has
learned to manipulate images to their advantage (Hart, 1994; Schlesinger, 1965). For
example, John F. Kennedy, “charmed the nation with engaging photographs of touch
football, quiet contemplation, elegant affairs, international diplomacy, and a youthful
family” (Erickson, 2000, p.138).

According to Meyrowitz (1985), “the presidency is frequently articulated in
spectacle form because citizens accept the fact that chief executives perform the role of
president rather than be president” (p.303). Activities ranging from official business of
the office to the innocent activities by the men who hold the office are seen by citizens as

presidential performance. The administration of Ronald Reagan mastered the art of
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performing the presidency. “Reagan’s artful use of dramatized spectacle redefined the
rhetorical presidency to the extent that the moving synoptic moment has replaced the
eloquent speech” (Jamieson, 1988, p.117). Other administrations also learned to utilize
mediated images. Images of activities such as George H.W. Bush playing horseshoes and
Bill Clinton seen reading to minority children during the holidays are not rhetorical
illusions but visual representations of the man who makes up the office of president
(Erickson, 2000). “The presidential performer legitimates his claims, and authenticates
his role, and captivates his audience” (Raphael, 1999, p.48). Images of President Ford
celebrating the nation’s 200™ birthday in New York Harbor, President Carter negotiating
peace talks between Israel and Egypt, and President Nixon toasting Chairman Mao in
Red China “captured the attention of witness worldwide” (Erickson, 2000, p.139).
Photographs are staged to influence, manipulate, entreat, entice, amaze, or
otherwise assume power. Experts recognize that people tend to believe what they see
rather than what they hear. “Words no longer hold people’s attention or their interest”
(Ellul, 1985, p.131). Visual narratives save audiences the trouble of thinking and having
to remember verbal rhetoric (Ellul, 1985). Recognizing this, White House photo-
opportunities are “staged to simulate political interest, create social awareness, reach
mass audiences, and influence the public’s psychological readiness to acquiesce”
(Erickson, 1998, p.148). As a signifier of political meanings, the White House, manages
and controls the citizenry’s view of reality by visually imposing staged performances.
These visually staged performances achieve the effect of either altering or furthering the
president’s performance because it “simultaneously blends practical utility with aesthetic

pleasure” (Leff, 1984, p.124). For example, Bill Clinton’s inspired releasing of the bald
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eagle named “Freedom” at a wilderness site on July 4, 1996, earned him the sobriquet:
“Clinton the Environmentalist” (Turque & Rosenstiel, 1996, p.26).

Images such as President Clinton freeing an American symbol and others, though
occasionally disdained by critics influence the public’s acceptance of political fantasies
insofar as they “suppress reliance upon logic and collaborative evidence, and visually
stress dominant and underlying ideological themes” (Erickson, 2000, p.144).

The practice of image management creates standards that have become applicable to the
presidency. These standards include charisma, patriotism, sensitivity, responsiveness,
and power. This is especially true of images that link a president to rituals, sites, and
occasions that serve as markers of the country’s culture or the power of the office of the
president along with his authority. By visually associating himself with symbols of
political and social importance, a president is “able to make strategic choices about how
to engage the popular imagination in any political situation” (Bennett, 1983, p.42).

The media are especially important when it comes to interpreting and
understanding what is going on in the world today. All the different aspects of the media
are relied on heavily by the public to receive information and news about important
events and policies that are taking place in the world. Mediated images are an important
part of the information distribution process. Thanks to the media such as images printed
in newspapers and magazines, Aleaders become much more visible and their words,
behaviors and actions are open to interpretation by the masses (Paletz, 2002). Pictorial
representations of the president give the public a way to frame the individual as a leader.
They enable the public to see exactly what he is doing and at the same time they can

bring praise to accomplishments as well as legitimate skepticism. Presidents face
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numerous expectations and a large number of these expectations are difficult or
impossible to achieve. Therefore, presidents must rely on persuasion and at the same
time maintain a favorable image in order to try and accomplish their objectives. The best
way for a president to maintain a favorable image with the public is to “try to obtain

favorable media coverage” (Paletz, 2002, p.281).

Media Imagery and Politics

The uses of media by politicians continue to evolve. We can see a particular
change in recent decades. Although uses of media have changed the desire to be
recognized by voters as a candidate and then, if elected, recognized by your constituents
still remain. Yet, the once popular speeches during a campaign stop or debate have
changed to include many more types of media techniques. For example, when Bill
Clinton was a presidential hopeful in the 1992 one of his distinct characteristics as a
candidate was his use of “unconventional media strategies.” (Hayden, 2002, p.68). “Bill
Clinton did something remarkable. He reached out to and captured a sizable part of the
American electorate by using public forums that most politicians normally avoided”
(Hayden, 2002, p.ix). Realizing there was a rapidly changing media market Clinton met
Americans in the informal settings they were used to. Media images of Clinton in
informal settings were common during his campaigning in 1992 and he was commonly
seen amid talk shows and on MTV. During campaign season President Clinton was
known for making appearances on MTV and various talk shows with the intent and hopes

to be seen as a candidate that is up to date (Hayden, 2002).
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Clinton’s knowledge and use of the mass media and its coloration to affect the
public’s perception helped him get elected. He met his constituents where they were
comfortable. The public built a perception of him through his use of media and the
images he portrayed of himself.

There are a variety of forms of media that are exposed to the public. The
television medium is only one of the many forms of mass media that are available in
today’s changing political world. Other forms of media including print media are still
relevant when it comes to the public’s perception of political leaders and candidates.
“Researchers in the fields of political and visual communication recognize the important
relationship between visual imagery, public opinion, and voting intention” (Mullen, 1997,
p.819). Evidence suggests that photographs influence the public’s perception of political
leaders (Mullen, 1997). Visual imagery may affect the public’s perception of an
individual even when they are still a candidate. For example, after a presidential debate
in 1992, then President George Bush was viewed as possessing a “callous and cavalier
attitude” after images of him glancing at his watch during the debate were shown.
Though it is argued by some, this visual image of President Bush looking at his watch
proved detrimental to his bid for re-election (Mullen, 1997).

The use of visual imagery is a very powerful tool. Mediated visual images are a
way to provide meaning of events and people around the world. People remember what
they see. According to Mullen (1997), “mediated images convey important information
that is attended to, processed, and remembered long after words are forgotten” (Mullen,
1997, p.820). A commonly known quote is “a picture is worth a thousand words.”

Pictures and more specifically news pictures “play an integral role in the formation of

27

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



opinions about politicians, are used to gauge credibility, attract and hold attention, and
stir emotion” (Mullen, 1997, p.820). People remember what they see, sometimes for a
greater length of time than what they hear.

In the field of communication and more specifically visual communication there
are several studies that look at the use of photographs or printed images and the forms
they take in newspapers (see Barnhurst & Nerone, 2001). One study in particular looks
at spatial configuration. “Spatial configuration describes the relationship between the
camera and the subject” (Mullen, 1997, p.821). More specifically the horizontal, vertical,
and proximal dimensions are examined. In a study by Mullen (1997) using David
Barker’s concept of “spatial configuration,” visual variables such as camera angles were
analyzed to decipher their potential visual affect on people. Images were selected from
print media sources. However in the spatial configuration study discussed above,
magazines were utilized and they were selected randomly. This study gives justification
for the further analysis of the photojournalistic influence on the public of political
leaders, particularly the president.

Mullen’s (1997) study using Barker’s concept of “spatial configuration” expresses
the notion that politicians today have a greater understanding of the influence technology
has on people’s perception of not only political reality but expectations and performance
of politicians and political candidates. For example, in 1960 a presidential debate
occurred between Richard Nixon and John F. Kennedy. The details concerning who was
perceived as the winner of that debate had profound influence on visual journalism.
According to Mullen (1997) those individuals who were listening to the debate on the

radio felt that Nixon had won. Yet, those individuals who saw actual images of the
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debate felt that Nixon had won. This debate was the first of many televised debates to
come for various candidates for political office who would be expected to portray an
image visually.

The images of the debate between Nixon and Kennedy made such an impact that
some believe it was one of the major causes for Nixon to lose his bid for the White House
that election. Kennedy’s performance made a more positive impact on the voters. The
people who viewed the debate perceived Kennedy as not only a better candidate but more
trustworthy than his opponent (Mullen, 1997). The current study borrows the concept of
spatial configuration in order to examine the vertical and horizontal placement of

President Bush’s images on the front page of The New York Times.

Performance Expectations and Patterns

“Presidents are loaded with expectations” (Paletz, 2002, p.263). They are
expected to be the chief executive of the United States, the chief policy maker, the
commander-in-chief of the military, as well as responsible for the nation’s economy and
dealing with international issues. As presidential candidates, hopefuls are constantly
speaking on new policies and policy solutions as well as persuading the public to believe
they will perform the best in the roll of the president. The public usually does the casting
for presidential hopefuls based on media exposure of the candidates whose performance
is then judged according to the presidential role assigned. Candidates who receive ample
media exposure usually do well. More so in today’s world than ever before, media can

influence the selection of candidates and issues. “Candidates, like actors, depend for
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their success as much on roles into which they are cast as on their acting ability” (Graber,
1997, 232).

Even as presidential candidates, hopefuls begin to participate in this role during
campaign stops and political conventions which also present opportunities to make a
speech. President Clinton was a speechmaking success even as a presidential candidate.
In every opportunity Clinton would not only give a speech but add personality and
conviction. For example, in his speech accepting the Democratic nomination to run for
president, Clinton was sure to address each point he focused on in his campaign, most
specifically “the hard working Americans who make up out forgotten middle class” as
well as forecasting his theme of “putting our people first” (Jamieson, 1996, p.489). He
constantly focused on why the American people should trust him. During this same
speech in 1992, after 21 drafts he spoke for 54 minutes focusing mainly on why
Americans should trust him in a speech that was mostly autobiographical (Jamieson,
1996). For Clinton, this served to advance his political career becoming known as a
president who knew how to speak to not only the press but to everyday Americans.
Clinton’s speeches like his 1992 address to the Democratic convention served a
smorgasbord of photo opportunities to advance his performance image.

Once a candidate for president wins and accepts the office, he must still work to
accomplish his goals. “To try to accomplish their objectives in their dealings with other
power-holders, presidents often have little alternative but to rely on persuasion” (Paletz,
2002 p.265). When a president is seeking to persuade, he often first looks to the public
for support. Presidents can go public for several different reasons. One reason is to

place an item on the policy agenda. Another is to put direct pressure on other policy
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makers hoping to gain or promote support for his views. “Presidents may also be seeking
to build their public prestige overall or to appeal to the populace” (Paletz, 2002, 265). It
1s possible that a president will go public in the hopes of seeking support from a special
segment of society or support for a specific issue. At any rate in order for a president to
go public, gain support from the public, or to inform the public they must use the media.

True, presidents must utilize the media in order to further their agendas and to
express their performance favorably and it is obvious that presidents use the media as a
tool to show the public that they are behaving presidential. An important concern about
studying pattern of presidential performance is how it relates to his use of the media. A
focus of this paper is the pattern of presidential performance and whether or not other
presidents are constantly conscious of performing to an audience for approval the way
Ronald Reagan.

Throughout history presidents have created a pattern of performance which
corresponds to several aspects of leadership originating from their office. Franklin D.
Roosevelt first comes to mind when discussing patterns of performance. FDR’s “fireside
chats” express a pattern of performance as a speechmaker. Rather than expressing his
policies and views in formal public statements, although he did that as well, FDR chose
not to react to situations but rather discuss them with the American people. President
John F. Kenney is another who utilized the performance tactic of speechmaking as a way
to explain and discuss rather than react. As a speechmaker he chose to explain his points
of view rather than defend his positions. Kennedy was sure that he was seen making
speeches and giving press conferences because it was reported that his delivery in

answering questions were “witty, articulate and humorous” rather than defensive or
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hostile (Mullen, 1998). It seems as though presidents to pattern their performance.
Performance is tailored largely to strengths and weaknesses specific to each politician as
well as tailored to the type of politician they depict or attempt to portray to the public.

Americans form and revise their collective evaluation of the president on the
evidence of success and failures obtained through news reports from the mass media
(Brody, 1991). “Presidents like to see media coverage conducive to their personal policy
and political interests. Such content favorably communicates their beliefs, aspirations,
decisions, actions; it shows them in command, thereby improving their standing with the
public and their reputation with other policy makers” (Paletz, 2002 ,p.265).

Presidents and their administrations create, largely through rhetoric, world views
to influence the public’s definition and perceptions of reality. The strategic use of visuals
that cue the spectators’ emotive impulses, agreements, and cultural recollections emerge
from the creation of political reality through visual perceptions of the leader. “Clearly,
presidential rhetoric has taken a visual turn” (Erickson, 2000, p.139). This study attempts
to quantify George W. Bush’s visual performance with the use of content analysis

techniques using a single media outlet, The New York Times.
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CHAPTER 3

METHODS

For the purposes of this study, content analysis was used to examine President
Bush’s presidential performance, not to politicize his presidency. This paper watches
President Bush conduct his presidency through mediated images. In order to conduct a
content analysis study, the measurement of the President’s performance must be
conceptualized and operationalized. The six specific categories include public
diplomacy, domestic luminance, foreign diplomacy, commander-in-chief of the military,
speechmaking, and official paperwork.

The indicators of performance must be based on actual concrete visual images.
Due to the nature of visually based assessment of presidential performance and the
relative invisibility of it, the critic must use an “imaginative critical lens, one that
captures the rhetorical, aesthetic, and ideological implications of mediated images”
(Erickson, 2000, p.139). To begin, the visual performance of the president must be
conceptualized through defining what visual performance actually looks like. What
exactly does it mean for a president to perform? Furthermore, what does that mean
visually? For this study measures of visual performance include categories of
speechmaking, signing legislation and other types of duties such as official paperwork,

being seen with advisors, politicians, the electorate or public, foreign dignitaries, and in
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foreign lands are the concrete visual identifiers of presidential performance that can be
seen and visualized through mediated images (Mullen, 1998).

The categories that will be used for this study are exploratory. However, they are
based on past research that categorizes the image of the president. The present study of
George W. Bush and his performance as president based on visual imagery is a
replication of a study done on John F. Kennedy. The study of John F. Kennedy also
attempts to understand political performance as manifested through the pictorial
representations as they occurred in conjunction with historically significant foreign and
domestic events (Mullen, 1998). The same six categories of presidential performance
were used in the JFK study as are used in this present study. In the study of George W.
Bush, all pictorial representations on the front page of The New York Times were
collected. In the Kennedy study extraordinary events were the focus. Events like the
Bay of Pigs Invasion, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the civil rights struggle were
analyzed in reaction to the images portrayed in the news media surrounding the president
and that event.

In the present study, key events were analyzed as well but so were everyday
events. The everyday events are all of the images collected throughout the first term.
Also, everyday images are representative in the images collected in a breakdown of each
year. No specific events are looked at in these images it is just a method to see how often
he is performing each duty each year he is in office. Some key events used in this study
are the “Honeymoon Period” also known as the first 100 days of Bush’s term in office,

the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, and the Invasion of Iraq in 2003.
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For the purposes of this study the categories of visual presidential performance
analyzed are domestic diplomacy and luminance, foreign diplomacy, commander-in-chief
roles, speechmaking, and official paperwork are applied to photographic imagery.For use
in this study a sample was drawn from issues of The New York Times newspaper. The
unit of analysis in this study is the actual photograph collected. The main participant in
this study is President Bush, when assessing foreign diplomacy, domestic luminance and
public diplomacy other individuals are addressed simply to decide which category the
image belongs in. Beginning with George W. Bush’s inauguration as President of the
United States in January of 2001 each image of the President located on the front page of
the Times throughout the first term up to his reelection in November of 2004 was
collected for this study. Each day’s front page was scanned for photographs of George
W. Bush, both above and below the fold of the newspaper. A total of 227 images were
collected and analyzed for use in this study. If a photograph containing Bush was
located, it was scanned and saved for use in the analysis. The New York Times newspaper
is used in this study because the paper is considered to be the newspaper of record for the
United States. It is also used in this study because the New York Times’ circulation is not
limited to just the U.S., rather it reaches an international audience as well.

Using an image coding sheet (see attached Appendix A), two content coders
looked for a variety of performance-related images. First the date of the image was
recorded in month, day, and year. Secondly, the location and position of the image was
recorded. The vertical position of the image is defined as where on the page, above or
below the fold of the newspaper, it is located (top = 1, middle = 2, bottom = 3). Thirdly,

the horizontal position was assessed. The horizontal position of the image is determined
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by the position on the page (left = 1, middle = 2, right = 3). Fourthly, it was determined
whether or not the image was of the president participating in speechmaking. For this
assessment the image was scanned for the presence of a microphone or several
microphones, a podium or raised platform. However, not all speechmaking occurs with a
microphone or the use of a podium. Therefore, coders noted whether or not the president
looked as though he was giving a speech. Certain indicators of speechmaking included
visual indicators such as large crowds that were either in the foreground or background of
the president as he appeared to speak. Other visual indicators of speechmaking include
whether or not the president was making hand and facial gestures as during a speech, or
indicators in the text alluding to making a speech at an event (microphone = 1, podium =
2, crowd present = 3).

The fifth item of presidential performance the images were scanned for is defined
as Commander-in-Chief. If the image was found to have military personnel including the
common soldier and officers it was coded for performance as a Commander-in-Chief
(military = 1). If he was not seen with any member of the military that item on the
coding sheet was left blank. Once all images were coded for all categories the number 99
was used to indicate when the President was not portraying a category in each image

Domestic Luminance was the sixth performance item each image was scanned
for. If the president was photographed with a U.S. Senator, U.S. Congressperson, a
governor, cabinet member or members, any former U.S. President, a U.S. flag, or any
other elite American such as the First Lady it was coded for Domestic Luminance
(senator =1, congressperson = 2, governor = 3, cabinet member/s = 4, former president =

5, U.S. flag = 6, other elite = 7).
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The seventh item coded for was Public Diplomacy. If the image was found to
have the President photographed with the everyday public, that is not an elite individual
but a member of the mass public including children or babies, the image was coded for
Public Diplomacy (male = 1, female = 2, baby = 3). Foreign Diplomacy, the eighth item
the images were coded for is defined as the president photographed with any foreign head
of state or dignitary.

Foreign Diplomacy was coded when the President was seen meeting with foreign
politicians. Coders marked whether or not foreign politicians were in the photograph
along with the president (foreign individual = 1). The ninth and final item the images
were coded for was official paperwork. The president involved in official paperwork is a
performance category. Images of the president signing legislation, at his desk in the Oval
Office and reading newspapers or other official documents fall into the category of
official paperwork (signing = 1, reading = 2).

The coding process included numerically itemizing each image on the coding
sheet. The numbers are not of significant value. The numbers used in the coding identify
a positive event and do not reflect the number of times that this image was published.
Each number on the coding sheet is used to formulate a statistical package using SPSS to
indicate the correlation or frequency of images. For each coding item that was vacant,
that specific item was given the numerical content of 99 so there were no empty items
(See appendix A). The number 99 is to represent missing data. Percentages in each
category may not total 100% due to rounding. A second coder also coded the images to
insure the data collected was reliable. Intercoder reliability was established in this study

as 1 or 100%. That is, the second coder coded the images the same as the first.
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At first this may seem suspicious that intercoder reliability was 100%. However,
it is important to note several circumstances for this. First, there are not a lot of variances
in this study. Simplicity of the design of this study and of the coding instrument makes it
very easy for reliability. Second, the coding instrument only offered two or three
choices. The choices are based on the major points of the image and are very broad. For
example, in the speechmaking category the questions asked are very simple: Is there a
microphone, a podium, or crowd in the shot? Or another example, were there military
personnel present or not? The questions and choices are very simple. Finally, during and
after data entry discrepancies were discussed between coders and if there happened to be
a discrepancy the image was re-evaluated and more closely examined. This caused a few
of the entries to be changed. Again, the images were coded on the major points, what

was the major category shown in the image.
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CHAPTER 4

RESULTS
The Research Question examines the President’s performance through his
activities as president as expressed by Article II of The U.S. Constitution. This study is
attempting to “watch” his performance as depicted by the print media through images of

him carrying out his duties as president.

All Variables

A series of frequencies of descriptive statistics were run using the variables
outlined in this study on all 227 images. It is important to note that the percentages
obtained in this study may not add up to 100%. This could be due to the fact that the
president plays many roles at once. For instance, he may have been photographed giving
a speech to military personnel. Therefore, the image would be coded for speechmaking
as well as for commander-in-chief (See Figure 1).

Location Variables

The first variable addressed was the location vertically on the newspaper page.
The majority of the images collected were found to be on the top of the page, that is,
above the fold of the newspaper, 162 images (71.4%). The second most frequent

placement was the middle of the page, 40 images (17.6%). The least amount of images
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was located below the fold or at the bottom of the newspaper page, 24 images (10.6%).
(See Figure 1.1). The horizontal placement of the image on the newspaper page was the
next item analyzed. The majority of the images were found to be located in the middle of
the newspaper page, 89 images (39.2%). The middle of the page was defined as not
obviously taking up more space on the right or left hand side of the page. The second
most frequent horizontal placement of images was located on the right side of the page,
78 images ( 34.4%). The least amount of images were located on the left side of the
page, 59 images (26.0%). (See Figure 1.2)
Speechmaking Variable

The speechmaking variable was discovered to have made up 28.6% of the total
images collected. In 65 of the 227 images, the president was found to have been giving a
speech. In conjunction with the speech making variable, it was also found that the
President was most frequently photographed with a microphone while making his
speeches. Of the 65 total images coded where the president was making a speech 35
(15.4%) of those images featured the president making a speech with a microphone
visible. Fifteen images, 6.6% were of the president making a speech with a podium
present and 15 images, 6.6% were of the president making a speech with a crowd present.
The speech making variable represent the second most frequent variable found of all six
variables when the total number of images were analyzed.

Commander-in-Chief Variable

The president as commander-in-chief was shown as only 9.3% of the total images

coded. The president was photographed performing his role as commander-in-chief in 21

of the 227 images collected.
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Domestic Luminance Variable
Domestic Luminance is the variable with the most frequency of all six variables
when analyzing all 227 images. The president was photographed 108 times performing
his role of domestic luminance. The president performing the role of meeting with his
cabinet members or other officers of the government comprises 47.6% of the total images
collected. In 42 images, 18.5%, the president was photographed meeting with his cabinet
members. The president was photographed with the U.S. flag in 32 images, representing
14.1% of total images collected. The president and other elite represent 17 images
(7.5%). In 10 images (4.4%) the president is shown meeting with a senator and in five
images, 2.2%, the president is seen with a former U.S. President. Finally, the president is
photographed one time meeting with a Congressman and one time meeting with a
Governor.
Public Diplomacy Variable
Public diplomacy or the act of the president meeting with his constituents
comprised 30 images, 13.2% of the total images. Fifteen images, 6.6%, show the
president meeting with men and 12 images, 5.3%, are of the president meeting with
women. Three of the collected images, 1.3%, feature President Bush with children.
Foreign Diplomacy Variable
Foreign diplomacy is the third most frequent category of all 227 images found in

this study. Twenty-two percent or 50 images are of the president meeting with foreign

dignitaries.
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Official Paperwork Variable
Finally, the least frequent category of images is of the president signing official
paperwork. Only five images, 2.2%, feature the president performing the official duty of
official paper. All five of the images in this category are of the president signing

legislation none are of the president reading.
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Figurel.l — All Variables (Vertical Placement on Page)
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Figure 1.2-All Variables (Horizontal Placement on Page)

President Bush’s First 100 Days

After completing an analysis of the frequency of the total categorized coded
images the data was analyzed for specific dates. For example, the first 100 days of a
president’s first term is commonly known as the “Honeymoon Period.” Generally during
this time the press is very lenient on the portrayal of the president. A select case
frequency was used to run analysis on the 100 days worth of images of President Bush’s
first term (See Figure 2). The analysis consisted of images from January 21, 2001 up to
and including May 2, 2001. The dates rounded out his first 100 days in office. Each
variable was then analyzed during this time period to assess frequency of performance of
the variables. Twenty-two total images were collected, of the 22 images 20 (90.9%) were
located at the top of the newspaper page. One image was located in the middle of the
page and one image was located at the bottom of the page (See Figure 2.1). The majority
of the images, 10 (45%) were located at the right hand side of the page. Six images were
horizontally place on the left side of the page and six images were place in the middle of

the page (See Figure 2.2). The speechmaking variable was the second most frequent

43

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



performance tactic used by the president, 31.8% of the images were of the president
making a speech. Of the 31.8%, 18.2 % featured the president making a speech with a
microphone present. The presence of a podium and crowd were also seen but not as
often as simply a microphone.

The commander-in-chief role as well as the public diplomacy role and the official
paperwork role were the least frequent performance variable during the first 100 days of
office. All the variable only appeared one time, each capturing 4.5% of the totally
frequency of images in this select case analysis.

Domestic luminance was found to be just under the amount of images as
speechmaking. The president was shown with other official governmental officials six
different times, making it 27% of the total. In the case of President Bush’s first 100 days,
he was shown photographed with an American flag three out of the six images coded for
domestic luminance, making it the most frequent element of domestic luminance for this
select case analysis. Finally, the president performing his role as a foreign diplomat was
the most frequent images found throughout his “Honeymoon” period. President Bush
was photographed on the front page in eight different images. Therefore, 36.4% of the
images collect from his first 100 days in office are of President Bush meeting with

foreign dignitaries.
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Figure 2.2 — First 100 Days (Horizontal Placement on Page)

September 11, 2001 Terrorist Attacks

A second select case analysis was run to determine the frequency of performance
tactics used after September 11, 2001. For this select case analysis one month of data
was evaluated (See Figure 3). The dates from September 11, 2001 to October 11, 2001
were analyzed to see which performance variables the president was identified in most.
Nine images were collect between these dates. Five images, 55.6% were located above
the fold of the newspaper, two images, 22.2% were located in the middle and two images,
22.2% were located at the bottom (See Figure 3.1). The horizontal placement variable
showed the majority, four images, 44.4% were located in the middle of the page. Three
images, 33.3% were located to the left of the page and two images, 22.2 were located to
the right of the page (See Figure 3.2). Neither the commander-in-chief, public
diplomacy, foreign diplomacy, nor official paperwork variables were present in these
nine images. The most frequent was the performance variable of domestic luminance.
Eight images, 88.9%, feature the president performing this variable. More specifically

within the category of domestic luminance the president was photographed three times
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with the American flag present. This represents 33.3% of all categories. In addition to
domestic luminance during the month following September 11, 2001, the president was
found to be performing his role as a speechmaker. Four images, 44.4% of images
collected after September 11, 2001 show the president making a speech. In these four

images he was seen with a microphone in three images, 33.3%.
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Figure 3 — Month Following September 11, 2001
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Figure 3.1 — Month Following September 11, 2001 (Vertical Placement on Page)
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Figure 3.2 — Month Following September 11, 2001 (Horizontal Placement on Page)

2003 Invasion of Iraq

Another major event which occurred during President Bush’s first term in office
was the invasion of Iraq. Therefore, a third select case analysis was performed on the
data to determine frequency of performance during this period (See Figure 4). The 2003
invasion of Iraq began in March and continues. The country of Iraq is still occupied with
American troops. For use on this study, the dates March 20, 2003 until May 1, 2003
were utilized. Further occupation of the country by the American military was not
discussed in this particular analysis. Instead, the imagery gathered during the dates of
official invasion were analyzed to see which of performance variables were present. The
dates between March 20, 2003 and May 1, 2003 a total of four images were coded and
analyzed. Select case analysis for image placement determined that three images, 75%
were located in the middle of the page. One image, 25% was located at the top of the
page. No images were located at the bottom of the page (See Figure 4.1). All four of the
images, 100%, were located horizontally in the middle of the page (See Figure 4.2).

Analysis also showed that public diplomacy, foreign diplomacy and official paperwork
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were not utilized during this time period. The president was seen performing the act of
domestic luminance and mostly shown with his cabinet members, approximately 75% of
the time, a total of three images. The president was also shown in two of the images,
50%) making speeches. One image with a crowd present and the other a podium present.
The president was also photographed performing his role as commander-in-chief in two

of the images with military personnel.
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Figure 4 — Invasion of Iraq (March 20, 2003 — May 1, 2003)
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Figure 4.1 — Invasion of Iraq (Vertical Placement on Page)
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Figure 4.2 — Invasion of Iraq (Horizontal Placement of Page)

Year by Year, 2001 - 2005

In addition to focusing on specific events through president Bush’s first term, the
specific years are also important. In 2001, the president was photographed on the cover
of the New York Times 73 times (See Figure 5). The majority of these images, 54 images
(74.0%) were vertically located above the fold of the newspaper. Eleven images, 15.1%
were located in the middle of the newspaper and eight images, 11.0% were located in at
the bottom of the newspaper fold (See Figure 5.1). In addition, the majority of images,
28 (38.4%) were horizontally located on the right hand side of the page. Twenty-two
images, 30.1% were located in the middle of the page and 22 images, 30.1% were located
on the left side of the page (See Figure 5.2). The president was photographed on the front
page participating in speechmaking 18. Therefore, 24.7% of the images gathered in 2001
represent the president making speeches, this is the third most frequent performance
tactic used. The president is most frequently photographed with a microphone present.
Further, the president is shown eight times portraying his role as commander-in-chief

during 2001. The most frequently shown performance tactic represented in 2001 is the
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portrayal of domestic luminance. President Bush is shown 39 times, 53.4%, participating
in acts that fall under the variable of domestic luminance. The most frequent of these is
the president photographed with the American flag. The performance variable of public
diplomacy is located four times throughout the year. Foreign diplomacy accounts for
27.4% of the images with a total of 20 images. The president was photographed twice

participating in official paperwork and only shown signing legislation.
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Figure 5 — Images in 2001
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Figure 5.1 — Images in 2001 (Vertical Placement of Page)
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Figure 5.2 — Images in 2001 (Horizontal Placement on Page)

In 2002, the president was photographed on the front page 49 times (See Figure
6). The majority of the images, 38 (77.6%), were vertically located above the fold. Six
images, 12.2%, were located below the fold of the newspaper and five images, 10.2%
were located in the middle of the newspaper page (See Figure 6.1). In addition the
majority of the images, 23 (46.9%) were horizontally located in the middle of the page.
Sixteen images, 32.7%, were located to the right of the page and ten images, 20.4% were
located to the left of the page (See Figure 6.2). In 2002, 14 total images were of the
president participating in speech making. Of the 14 images, eight images, the majority,
were of the president speaking into a microphone. Six images were of the president
performing the duty of commander-in-chief and seven images were of the president and
his constituents which represents public diplomacy. The president was photographed the
most participating in domestic luminance, 23 images (46.9%). The majority of the
domestic luminance coded images were of the president photographed with the American
flag. Images of the president meeting with foreign dignitaries represent 10 of the 43 total

images thus totaling 20.4% of images collected for 2002. One image was collected
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which represents the president performing the task of official paper work and it is of him

signing legislation.
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Figure 6 — Images in 2002
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Figure 6.1 — Images in 2002 (Vertical Placement on Page)
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Figure 6.2 — Images in 2002 (Horizontal Placement on Page)

The year 2003 yielded 45 total images (See Figure 7). The majority of images, 30
(66.7%), were vertically located above the fold. Twelve images, 26.7%, were located in
the middle of the page and three images, 6.7%, were located at the bottom of the fold of
the newspaper (See Figure 7.1). Twenty-two images, 48.9% the majority, were
horizontally located in the middle of the page. Fifteen images, 33.3% were located to the
right of the page and eight, 17.8% were located to the left of the page (See Figure 7.2).

The president was photographed on the front page 14 times participating in
speechmaking. Thus, 31.1% of total images collected for 2003 were of the president
making speeches. The majority of these images showed the president with a microphone.
As commander-in-chief the president was photographed seven times. The president was
also photographed 14 participating in domestic luminance. In this case, the president was
mostly shown with his cabinet advisors. As a public diplomat, the president was
photographed three times, mostly speaking with men. In 2003, the most frequent
performance tactic implemented by the president as shown through mediated images is of

the president as a foreign diplomat. President Bush meeting with foreign dignitaries
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comprises 35.6% which includes 16 images. One image is of the president signing

legislation which represents official paperwork.

speech chief d.lum p.dip f.dip o.paper

EFrequency [ ] Percenﬂ

Figure 7 — Images in 2003
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Figure 7.1 — Images in 2003 (Vertical Placement on Page)
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Figure 7.2 — Images in 2003 (Horizontal Placement on Page)

In 2004, 60 total images were collected (See Figure 8). The majority of images,
39 (66.1%), were vertically located above the fold. Eleven images, 18.3%, were located
in the middle of the page and eight images, 13.3%, were located below the fold of the
newspaper page(See Figure 8.1) The majority of images, 22 (36.7%), were horizontally
located in the middle of the page. Eighteen images, 30.0%, were located to the left of the
page and 18 images, 30.0% were located to the right of the page (See Figure 8.2).
Eighteen images, 30.0%, represent the president making speeches. The majority of these
images show the president with a microphone. As commander-in-chief President Bush
was photographed three times. The majority of the images collected in 2004, 27 (45.0%),
are of the president performing the task of domestic luminance. Within this variable it is
shown that he is most often seen with his cabinet members, 13 images are of President
Bush and various members of his cabinet. The president was shown meeting with his
constituents 16 times throughout the year. Public diplomacy accounts for 26.7% of
images collected. Six images represent the president as foreign diplomat. Thus, 10.0%

of all images recorded for 2004 show the president meeting with foreign dignitaries.
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Finally, one image was collected which represents the president performing the task of

official paper work and it is of him signing legislation.
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Figure 8.1 — Images in 2004 (Vertical Placement on Page)
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Figure 8.2 — Images in 2004 (Horizontal Placement on Page)

The beginning months of 2005 represent that last of President Bush’s first term.
Therefore, images obtained before President Bush’s second oath of office are used in this
study and were run as a select case frequency. Two images were obtained during this
time period (See Figure 9). One image was vertically located on top of the fold and one
in the middle (See Figure 9.1). Both images were horizontally located on the left hand
side of the page (See Figure 9.2). In neither of the images was the president representing
the performance tactics of commander-in-chief, public diplomacy, foreign diplomacy, or
official paperwork. Instead, one of the images featured the president giving a speech
with a crowd present. Lastly, both images featured the president participating in

domestic luminance with him photographed with elite members of American society.
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Figure 9.1 — Images in 2005 (Vertical Placement on Page)
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Figure 9.2 — Images in 2005 (Horizontal Placement on Page)
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CHAPTER 5

DISCUSSION

The primary aim of this study was not to judge George W. Bush as a president.
Rather, the aim was to observe his performance in office as outlined by Article II of the
U.S. Constitution. Article II states specifically several of the duties that a president must
perform while in office include making speeches, acting as a commander of the U.S.
Armed Forces, and acting as a foreign diplomat. In this study, photographs of President
George W. Bush during his first term of office as published on the front page of The New
York Times were examined in terms of two placement variables and six content variables.
Presidential performance and the job of being president are linked. This study does not
judge the president’s performance as good or bad, it watches the reporting and documents

his appearances.

Discussion of Variables
The first two variables identified where on the newspaper page the image was
located, vertically and horizontally. These variables of spatial configuration
demonstrated that nearly every image collected was located at the top of the page and in
the middle. Position above the fold in a newspapelr is a preferred location as it visually

draws the reader’s attention. Location in the middle places his image along the fold and

tends to divide the image. It also makes for an aesthetically unpleasant image because the
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fold tends to distort the image. Images below the fold are more likely to be overlooked
and since news concerning the president tends to be of some importance, such placement
is generally undesirable. In terms of front page positioning the president’s image is given
a centralized place and the center of any frame connotes stability and power. It makes
sense then, that the newspaper would place photographs of the president where it does. It
also makes sense in terms of media theory and how news is formatted. The form and
content are presented in particular ways that create particular views, or ways of
understand the world and the various people who act within it.

The six content variables included domestic luminance, speechmaking, foreign
diplomacy, public diplomacy, commander-in-chief, and official paperwork. In reviewing
these variables a variety of case studies were assessed to see the frequency of each
variable. These studies included the assessment of all 227 images published during
President Bush’s first term. The dates of publication were studied in total and also
segregated into categories including the first 100 days President Bush was in office, the
month following the September 11, 2001 attacks, the days during the Invasion of Iraq in
2003, and finally a breakdown from each year from 2001-2005. The three most frequent
variables were domestic luminance, speechmaking, and foreign policy. The three least
frequent variables were public diplomacy, commander-in-chief, and official paperwork.

Domestic Luminance

Domestic Luminance is defined in this study as meeting with any cabinet

member, congressional member, past president or state political officer of the United

States. Images of the president and the first lady or other family members were
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representative in this section. In terms of the visual portrayal of Bush’s presidential
performance, domestic luminance stands out as one of his strengths.

When President Bush is portrayed visually in the media meeting with other
important national decision makers he is keeping up a pattern of presidential
performance. The domestic luminance of President Bush increased after times of crisis in
the United States. For example, during the first month after September 11, 2001 Bush
was shown in images performing his duties as president with nationally recognized
officials on the front page of The New York Times. Bush was shown meeting with other
national decision makers, particularly his vice-president and cabinet advisors. The
pattern is of a shared power at the national level. The images link President Bush to his
cabinet—his advisors. This furthers the image of Bush as a president who seeks advice
and is willing to discuss the crisis at hand. He is visually portrayed as a president who
participates in efforts to resolve problems by seemingly consulting with other powerful
people who represent the American public.

Bush’s performance within the realm of domestic luminance is again shown a
little less than two years after the 9/11 attacks when the United States went to war. This
unilateral act occurred with much hesitation and with the distaste of many national and
international organizations including the United Nations. The official dates for the
invasion of Iraq are March 20, 2003 to May 1, 2003. During this time period only four
images were shown of Bush on the front page. Of these four images half were of him
meeting with his cabinet members.

What may be more important is the shear lack of images. One might expect that

the president would have been seen more with military people during this time of war
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(thus boosting his Commander-in-Chief performance), but such is not the case—at least
in The New York Times. This may highlight one of the shortcomings of this research. One
might conclude that, with only four images collected during the Invasion of Iraq, there
was a lack of mediated images in this six week time period. But if we were to expand the
research to include other media forms (television, magazines, the Internet) or
international newspapers, the findings might have been much different.

Election years are another category in which one sees domestic luminance
performance come to the fore. In 2002 and 2004 the number of images of President Bush
meeting with other political officials is far greater than any other time. Congressional
midterm elections occurred in 2002. During this time the Republicans had the
opportunity to control Congress. Therefore, it is not surprising that the pattern of images
of President Bush seen with other statesmen is almost half of all images collected
throughout that year. The necessity of a political party to maintain a dominate presence in
Washington results in this pattern of domestic luminance performance. The same can be
inferred during 2004, when President Bush was running for re-election. The pictorial
representations of him and other politicians again represent almost half of all images
collected during that year.

Speechmaking

“He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the
Union...” (U.S. Constitution, Article II, Section III). The Constitution specifically states
that the President will make a speech on the state of affairs in the country. Everything
from economics to social policies to foreign affairs is addressed in this speech. However,

at no time is it ever assumed by a president or a candidate for president that the State of
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the Union be the only speech made while holding the office. Press conferences, summits,
charity functions, and fundraisers all represent areas to which a president can perform his
role as a speechmaker. Not only can a president make speeches during these times, they
also represent great opportunities to be photographed and create an image of
performance. The press tends to be respectful when the president participates in a
ceremony that involves his role as a symbol of the nation’s identity, like giving the State
of the Union address (Paletz, 2002).

According to Paletz (2002), the media serve as a transmitter of the president’s
addresses and press conferences. The subject of George W. Bush’s presidency is no
exception. Overall, speechmaking imagery is second only to portrayals of domestic
luminance. In President Bush’s first 100 days in office, then, images of him making
speeches actually out number images of domestic luminance and are second only to
images of foreign diplomacy. This is interesting for a president who has been roundly
criticized for his speaking ability. In 2003 and 2004 one again sees a preponderance of
speechmaking images. Whether or not this was a tactic used by The White House to
boost Bush’s image for being a “good” speaker is left for speculation. Surely, such a
strategy could backfire if he continually performed badly as a speechmaker. Why then
did the media continue to show his making speeches? One possibility is that the public
demands such communication with its leader, so the media depict him doing it. Another
possibility is that he was attempting to improve his speechmaking ability. In addition, by
delivering speeches, the president is furthering the image that he is performing his duties.

Not only does giving speeches show the president performing his duties it also

represents a pattern. The Research Question asks if President Bush is shown performing
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his duties as president. However, once it has been established that he has, the question
arises as to why. Obviously, the President has something to say, but what is it? Is there a
pattern in his speech performance? Yes. The years 2001, 2003, and 2004 represent
significant years in George W. Bush’s career as president. In 2001, America was
attacked. In 2003, American forces invaded Iraq, and in 2004 President Bush ran for re-
election. Possibly to console and comfort or to reassure that American public in times of
war and terrorism, in each of these years, President Bush participated frequently in
speechmaking. In the month following the September 11™ attacks on the World Trade
Center, the president was on the cover of The New York Times on nine occasions, nearly
half of which were images of him making a speech. Also, during the 2003 invasion of
Iraq, the president was photographed four times and exactly half of those images were of
the president making a speech. During 2004, 18 of the 60 images collected of the
president show him participating in speechmaking. It is possible to infer that the
president shows a pattern of speech making that corresponds with crisis. Both the events
in 2001 and 2003 represent U.S. involvement in crisis situations. Although re-election
may not appear as a crisis, in my opinion it is, as President Bush’s loss in the 2004
election would mean the loss of Republican control in the White House as well as the
many legislative and policy possibilities constructed by his administration resulting in a
crisis for his party.
Foreign Diplomacy

“...[H]e [the president] shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers...”

(U.S Constitution, Article II, Section III). Similar to speechmaking, the necessity of the

president to act as a foreign diplomat is explicitly defined in Article II. In this study,
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President Bush’s performance in his role as a foreign diplomat was one of the three most
frequently seen images—third overall behind domestic luminance and speechmaking.

But there were times when this sort of imagery of his performance dominated the
front page of The New York Times. One of those times was during the first 100 days
Bush was in office when we see a greater amount of foreign diplomacy imagery of him
than any other sort of imagery. Is this due to issues and news of an international nature,
or was the president simply seeing more dignitaries from around the world during this
time who might have simply have been wishing him well in his new administration? Or
was there a concerted effort to “create” this sort of imagery for the press in order to boost
his weak foreign policy image? Further research will be needed to examine these
questions and the issues surrounding them.

Then there was also a dramatic jump in the number of foreign diplomacy images
in 2003. This finding might be attributed to the “War on Terror.” It is possible that this
increase in foreign policy performance is due to turmoil and unrest in the Middle East,
yet analysis from the cases studied during the dates of the invasion of Iraq or just after 9-
11 show no images of the president with foreign leaders. It is possible to argue, as
discussed above, that the lack of images of Bush as a foreign diplomat is the result of
poor foreign diplomacy. Or it could be indicative of his administration’s unilateral stance
in regards to waging war on Iraq. The findings could be for any or all of these reasons.

In 2004 the percentage of foreign policy images decreased to only six images for
the whole year. Meaning only 10% of all images collected of the President represented

him performing his role of foreign diplomat, a 25% decrease.
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Public Diplomacy

This study defined Public Diplomacy as the president meeting with his
constituents, the American people. It is further defined as talking or communing with
everyday Americans, campaigning to the people during elections like kissing babies and
shaking hands. Overall, this was the fourth most frequent kind of front page imagery of
the president’s performance. The majority of these images were collected during the
campaign season of 2004, Bush’s re-election year. Election years and campaigns are
very important events in the life of a public politician. “More than ever before,
journalists can influence the selection of candidates and issues” (Graber, 1997, 232).

According to Graber (1997), the character of a candidate has become the prime
consideration when selecting a candidate at the presidential level. In the past party
allegiance, social grouping allegiance, and importance of the issues were the prime
considerations. However, with the influx of media into everyday life voters are
bombarded with sound bites, interviews, and images of the candidates in their living
rooms. Voters can see how candidates are performing and make choices based off of
what they see (Graber, 1997). Images of President Bush meeting with his constituents
represent a pattern of leadership. He used more media time to be seen with the American
people during his re-election year than at any other time analyzed in this study.
According to Paletz (2002) “regularity enhances credibility” (p.70). Images of President
Bush performing tasks of domestic policy showed an upward trend in 2002, possibly
because it was a midterm election year for Congress. This pattern is one between leader,

both of the party in the majority and of the country, and performance.
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Commander-in-Chief

Paletz (2002) reminds us that the public has a great many expectations of
Presidents. As discussed with previous variables, Presidents have to face numerous
expectations as foreign and domestic diplomats as well as appear to be sympathetic to the
concerns of their constituents. The president also has several expectations within the
realm of military commander-in-chief policy.

“The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United
States, and the militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the
United States...” (U.S. Constitution, Article II, Section II). The Constitution is very clear
as to the President’s role in military matters. Yes, while the power to command in some
ways is limited, the President is not able to enact a formal declaration of war without the
approval of Congress. However, Presidents may choose to aide other countries with U.S.
mulitary troops, weapons, and other supplies, as was seen with President Clinton during
the Bosnian Conflict and again with President Bush during the Invasion of Iraq. In both
instances a formal declaration of war was not evoked by Congress.

In terms of visual leadership what is the relationship between the President, the
media and the military? Based on the data in this study it is noted that there is little
pattern to be found. One would think that during a national or international crisis the
President would choose to be photographed with military advisors and soldiers thus,
offering a persuasive performance that he is completing his task as commander-in-chief.
However, based on the data collected, the Commander in Chief variable was consistently

one of the least frequent variables coded even after September 11, 2001, a national crisis.
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During the first 100 days of President Bush’s administration only one photograph
was of the president with any type of military personnel. Furthermore, during the month
following 9/11 Bush wasn’t found to be in any photographs with military personnel. In
fact throughout all images collected in this study of President Bush he was seen with
military personnel on only 21 occasions, less than 10% of the time. This presents the
idea that Bush may not have followed a pattern of performance in a crisis situation with
regards to his role as the commander-in-chief. However, later in his term (between the
dates of March 20, 2003 to May 1, 2003) an image of the president was found on the
front page of the New York Times on four different occasions. Of these photographs,
half were of the president and military personnel. Unlike the situation with September
11, 2001 the president may have determined that the necessity to be associated with the
military within the realm of the media was positive considering this international
situation was the creation of his administration. Though the invasion of Iraq is not
viewed in this study as a crisis situation it is seen as a international incident and so a
pattern may immerge between visual imagery and military strength when U.S. Armed
Forces are mobilized for a conflict.

Official Paperwork

Similar to the expectations that the public has for presidents when it comes to
roles such as commander-in-chief, the President is expected to be the chief legislator and
work diligently to create, pass, and veto various legislation. The image of presidents
signing new legislation have become a ceremony and photo opportunity for the press.
However, while it may be a staged arena to performance images it projects the idea that

the president is performing his duty as chief legislator. The official paperwork variable
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in this paper was not limited to simply signing legislation but also to establish a pattern as
to whether or not the president was seen reading newspapers or keeping up on current
events.

In this study few images collected were of the president participating in official
paperwork and the images were dispersed throughout the four year data collection. One
image was collected within the first 100 days of Bush taking office which could depict
the pattern that he started working on legislation right away. Another image was
collected in 2001 outside of the first 100 days. No images were coded to the variable
official paperwork were obtained in the month following September 11, 2001 or during
the Invasion of Iraq. Two images were collected in 2002 and the last image was
collected in 2004. This could resemble the pattern found in the domestic policy variable
that the president is attempting to express a more leadership performing role during
election years.

Graber (1997) explains “candidates like actors depend for their success as much
on the roles into which they are cast as on their acting ability” (p.232). Unlike many of
his predecessors who constantly were seen reading President Bush is rarely photographed
signing legislation or reading any kind of document. Presidents such as Bill Clinton and
John F. Kennedy were famous for images of them reading all kinds of material from
novels, to White House briefs, to legislation itself throughout there terms of office.
According to data analyzed in this study it appears that Bush’s pattern of performance
was more of being visibly associated with legislation during election years than other

times in his presidency.
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Conclusion

The purpose of this study was to watch President Bush as he was visually
represented through photographic images presented by the media, specifically the print
media of The New York Times newspaper. His performance in his job as president is a
different question and one not addressed in this study, and this study was not to espouse a
political statement other than to answer the question as to whether or not President Bush
was visually seen in accordance with the guidelines set forth by the Constitution. The
data documents his appearances and demonstrate that Bush’s presidential performance
was depicted in each of his roles as defined by the Constitution, but some roles were
more often depicted by others. Due to the events of September 11, 2001 and the
subsequent Invasion of Iraq, Bush’s presidency changed from one of domestic focus to
the international “War on Terror.” This resulted in a shift in imagery from public policy
to domestic luminance, commander-in-chief, and foreign policy. The frequency of his
image in these roles, including the role of speechmaking was reflected The New York
Times.

While Bill Clinton exemplified domestic luminance by making each person he
spoke with feel as though they were the only one in the room, Bush only demonstrated
domestic luminance during times of crisis by meeting with his advisors behind the
scenes. Similarly, Clinton and Reagan were superior speechmakers while Bush struggles
to speak well and convey his philosophies to the public. Reagan and Kennedy were often
seen making speeches during their presidencies. Some memorable speeches made by
these presidents were of Kennedy after the Bay of Pigs Invasion and Reagan at the Berlin

wall. President Bush also is often seen performing his speechmaking role during and
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after times of crisis. For example, the month after September 11, 2001 and the six weeks
following the Invasion of Iraq. Also during this period Bush is seen meeting with foreign
diplomats and seen convey messages of foreign policy. Bush’s public diplomacy is
greatly enhanced during election season as depicted in imagery from his election
campaigns.

There are several limitations associated with this study and a fefw have already
been discussed. One of the major shortcomings was that it was limited to only reviewing
photographs published in The New York Times. Comparison with other news media
imagery may have provided different results. Additionally a comparison of images of
Bush and images of another president such as Bill Clinton may show differing

presidential performances.

Future Research

Future research in the area of presidential performance and presidential imagery
could replicate this study using another president and presidential administrations and a
comparison between administrations could be assessed with this method of research. The
validity of this study would by enhanced if such research was conducted.

In addition, future research may want to analyze how variables relate to each
other, meaning assessing photographic imagery that contain more than one visible
variable. In order to accomplish this, a future study on this subject may need to broaden
the definition of the variables as well as the scope of the project and analyses the content

of the images in greater detail.
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Media is an extremely important mode of information transportation in today’s
world. This study limited its scope to watching the President perform his duties through
mediated images. However, media outlets choose what stories to cover. Further, they
choose which images to portray on the covers of newspapers and magazines. Future
research should examine agenda setting from the media perspective. Rather than
focusing on how the President uses the media as this study did. It would be interesting to

study how the media uses the President.
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APPENDIX A

CODING SHEET

Bush’s Image of Presidential Performance

Date:

Vertical Position: [ ] top [ ]middle [ ]bottom
Horizontal Position: [ ]left [ ]middle [ ]right
Speechmaking: [ ] mic [ ]Jpodium [ ]crowd present

Commander-in-Chief: [ ] military

Domestic Luminance: [ ] senator [ ]congressperson [ ]governor [ ] Cabinet
[ ] former president [ ]U.S. Flag

[ ] other elite

Public Diplomacy: [ ]male [ ]female [ ]baby
Foreign Diplomacy: [ ]
Official Paperwork: [ ] signing

[ ]reading
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APPENDIX B

Sample Images
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cats owned their Qw. home in
Queens, thanks partly 10 his lather's
secordd job as a concessions sales-
man at the old Madison Square Gar-
den.
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Assault on Wall St. Mlsdeeds
Ralses Spltzer s U.S. Profile

By RICHARD PEREZ PENA and PATRICK McGEEHAN

Etiot Spitzer, New York's sbormey
general. who is seen by some as Lhe
scourge of Wall Street, says he has
given no thought to his political fur
ture beyond standing for re-glection
tomorrow. If that is true, then he is
the anly person in New York politics
who has not.

From the time he took office in
1999, Mr. Spitzer sbowed a daring
eye for high-profile cases and a tal-
ent for publicity. But his assault this
year on the seamier habits of leading
brokerage houses has vaulted him to
another piane, 2 national figure with
2 higher profile than many gover-
nors and scnators. Fortune maga-
Zine put him on its cover in Septem-
ber, branding him *"The Enforcer.”

*"He Is the one politician nationally
who has becsn able 10 capitalize on the
issue of corporate misconduct, and
he's the only one who's actually do-
ing something about §.” said Rich-
ard Schrader, a Democratic political
consultant. "“Four years is a long.
flong {ime, but at this point, he is the
front-runner for governor in 2006

That view is shared by maty Dem-
ocrats, including some of Mr.
Spuzer's closest advisers, and,
grudgingly, by more than a few Re-

publicans. With envisbly high poll
ratings, Mr. Spitzer has barely cam-
paigned this year, cruising toward
what surveys indicate will be o romp
past a token Republican opponent,
Dora L. Irizarry. Gov. George E.
Pataki, a Republican, is heavily [a-
vored te win a thi tomorrow,
but it is widely assumégl that he will
not run agam in four years.

This combination of factors has
New York's political class doing a lot
of speculation about 2006, *Every-
body in politics believes, and 1 think
mrr:c\ly,(hu Eliot’s aspiration is 10

the governor,” said Edward 1.
Koch, the former New York mayor.

There are, of course, obstacles be-
tween here and there, including for-
midable potential opponents. The
nimes of Andrew M. Cuomo and
Rudoiph W. Giuliani are invoked
most often, and the conventional wis-
dom is that Mr. Spitzer wouid step
#side if Senator Charles E. Schumer
were to run. Bul Mr. Spitzer has a
prominent platform and a flatr for
using it, and he earned points among
party loyalists by being an early and
steadfast  supporter of H. Cart
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Mentally Illl Man Faces Executlon

By JIM YARDLEY

HOUSTON, Nov. 3 — Barring an
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the 1994 strangulation and stabbing
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Plate 2: Public Diplomacy

| w uxecute

| rendered him incompetent (o stand |
} triat. The federal appeals coutts, 5o
far, have disagrecd, and Ihe 1ssuc s |

now before the Supreme Court
“On a number of levels, iU's wrong
him,” said Philp H
Hilder, one of Mr. Colburn’s lawyers
Gail McConnell, the Monigomery

| Counly assistant district atiorney

handling ihe appeal, agreed thal My

i Cotburn had a tortured psychiatric

Ristory. But she noted (hat two pry-
s had concluded that he was
sane al Lhe lime of the murder and
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old former Senator Frank R. Lau(:n-
berg to replace Robert G Torriceli,
who dropped out after 2 desultory
campalgn? Shouldn't the Minnesota
party have had others to turn to after |
Senator Paul Welistone was killed
besides former Vice President wal-
ter F. Mondale, a mere 747

Perhaps; bul the semior cilizen *
paminees have not hurt the party
thus lar, and if they win, they wall
have plenty of other old-timers for
company. Morc than hall the sitting
senators arc 60 or older, and 14 are
70 or older.

Republican nivals are trying to
piclure them as out of date. Mr
Mondalc’s opponent, former Mayor
Norm Coleman of St. Paul, has been
running  advertiscments  saying. -
“You caan either move inlo the future
ar get stuck in the past.”

Mr. Laulenberg's opponent, Doug-
las R. Forrester, a businessman, said
in a debate last week that the Demo-
erat represented “the faled policies
of the past.”™

This morning, on “EFace the Na-
fion,” the CBS intersiew show. Sena-
tor Bill Frist of Teanessee. the leader
of the Republican senaiorial cam-
paign. look up the same theme, ex-
tending il to Republican nominecs in
New Hampshire, South Dakota and
Missouri, whom he repeotedly pic-
turrd as “young.” “energelic” and
“fresh.” The Democrats, he said,
were iooking to ancient history.”

Clearly, Mr. Lautenberg’s and Mr
Mondaile's decades in the public eve
make them vulnerable to such gibes

siplesmen is a strength as well os &
weakness; there is no need 1o intro-

ates.

Free of the miasma of costroversy
that swirted around Mf. Torneeiti,
Mr. Lautenberg has taken a substan-
tial lead in the polls, The race be-
tween Mr. Mondale and Mr. Coleman

between Senator Wellstone and Mr

Continued on Page AI6

Closing Campaign Themes

Near the end of one of the closest
Congressional campaigns in years,
Democrats and Republicans reiurmn
to familiar appeals. Page Al4.

But their status as political elder |

duce the stand-ins to their elector. |

is raleg a toss-up, as was the race

cans are porsed 1o buox Basinr are
: make slim gans 0 the douse 0F
Representatives on Lucsdyy acens:!
ing 10 analyses by campargn officiats
of bath pasties. the fatest polix and
reports  from  pohuc.:!
around the country.
RAce-DY-face  CXAMUINMLALS
competilive districts mdicae 4
Repubhicans are more likely 1o 0
crease thert takal of 223, in a Huuse oi
435 members. than 10 suffer a net
Tuss. much lcss lose tbe majority
Parties halding the White House
almast always Jose House seets i
oll-year elections as weaker candi-

e

M

 dates who rode in on @ president’s

coattails lose when running on theys
own. Democrats did gain tn 1934 ard
1998 Bur never have Republicans
pained strengih in the House i
midicrm clection while holgaing the
White House

Prosident Bush, secking ¢ und
that losmg streak. has campaigned
relentlessly for Republican tardn
dates

Teday. hc wis 1 iin:
ta and South Dakota Ir. Sp
L. where  Repeesenta Jonn
Stumkus. a Republican  anpears
ahead of another incumbeni, Devig
Phelps. a Democrat. Mr Bush suid
For the sake of Ithmots. for the sake
of this Congressional distric i
sake of the country. put ot
kus back tn the Umiter! States Con

ress.”

With many coniesis ven
Democrais could su'f ac! & a mod-
est increase with o superior effort to
get their supparters (c the pols. Bul
with two dozen or fewer sests shil in
play, Democrals would have & win
aimost everywhere they stil have 2
chance 10 make the net gains they
would need to take controt

Representative Thomas M Dav:s
111 of Virginia, head of the Nauonai
Republican Congressional Commut-
tee. said today: "1 think we are going
to make history | think we are going
to pick up seals — whether it's ore or
five [ don't know Ang we'li certanis
hoid the House.”

His Democratic counterpart Rep-
resentative Nita M Lowey of Nea
York. disagreed fli

“I think we're gOINg 1o wiil he
House,” she said | think our get:

Comtinedon Page 4in

Resers

Bush in §; field, UL, v

day as he to keep

the Repulhcan majority in the House and win control of the Senate

NBC Near Deal for Bravo

NBC 5 near a deat 1o acquire e
Brave coteriainment channel from
Cablesision for abour $1.25 biflion 10
cash and stock PAGF Als

*‘Megan’s Laws' Questioned

the Supreme Court is preparing (o
hear challenges 10 siate laws that
infarm the public of the whercabouls
of sex offenders. PAGF A1D

CINSIDE

Chechens Down Copter

Soon alter Moscow annousced a new
crackdown on Chochen mitnanty
rebels shot down a Russian hehcop-
ter. killing nine soldiers PAGE AY

Win-Win for Jets and Glants

Fot the first time Lhis season, ihe
Jets and Giants won on the same
day. The Jets beat San Diego and the
Gints beat Jacksonville  PAGE D
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er map and detals are on Page Al2

11yt e grvmee few Yors metrometias woa

75 CENTS

w6 mioré cases of snlhrix were
yasierday in the New York

!pbu- takivng anitiblotics for fever
Id_cut fisger. learning the had
- Infec

n ladmm.exewllves at The New
k.Tithés said that an cnvelop:
ttharkdd in New York City ang
#ived ai its offices in Rio de Janci-
had thown traces of anthrax in
limlriary 1esis, again

ng
lires where contaminated KItees “~estigdiors sasd they hi

-been sent.

‘ederal officials also announced
16rday (hat the anthrax found a1
cet of NBC in Manhattan, Seaa-
Tom-Daschie in Washington and
1abioid publisher American M-
in:PloFids share the same st
he bacteria, indicating that the
arg tould all have come from a
e source.

U the asme time, the officials took
1310 point oul that the form of
1rax lound in Mr. Daschie’s office

t'9'9"e!.‘i1‘o‘it ases Share Same Strain L
L — - Citing Support for War,

By JENNIFER STEINHAUER

!

thut these strams have not heen
yuoie, unquote, weaponized.” H

I was unclear whether M. Ridge
was reversing ur rejecting earlicr
descriptions by law enfurccment of
ficials and scnators that the anthrax |
found in M. Daschie's office was a |
very potent form (hat could infert
many.

Javestigators alsy comtmsuer) n
putsue leads in the Tremon orei
where the comtaminated ietters wrre
mailed to Scnatur Duschie and to
‘Tm Brokaw at NBC,

o
the mallbox from where o
foced wiih snthrux was xenl 1o My
Rrokow. und morc than 100 ugents |
swprmed sroumd tho
ing for clues 1o wh 1
it

Ay the memiber of

country. dozens of lests came hack
negative, findings that Is asee]
to demonstrote that each anthr,

atack, 30 far, has not nfeeted many

not appear (v be the
1-grade form that is restricied to
tary use in the Uniled States und
sia, according (o tesis
The tests to date have concluded
the strains ‘are indistinguish-
+” said Tom Ridge. direcior of
Office of Homeland Security.
ey've very — they are similar.”
added. “The tesiz have shown

'rug Maker Seems Uncertam
In Response to Cxpro Frenzy

9 — Few
panies as unpre-
»d as Bayer A.G. was when the
tion 10 anthrax attacks trans-
ned” Its_anitibiotic Cipro into the
17" sought-kfter

RANKFURT, Oct. 1
have Seemed

By EDMUND i ANDREWS

cxposure
The New York Stafe Hes
pariment officials said yesterd:
that cavironmenial and nasal swah
samples tuken at ABC. where 3 1l
vision producer’s haby appears 1o
have been miecied by anthrax, have |
- i

Cantsnued sn Prge 153

The United States hes not followed |
C:nada 's approach. Bul 1oday. Tom- |
G. Thompson, the secretary of
htallh and human services, said that
he was negotiating with Bayer and

. 3
7ed to treal Inhaled anthrax, has
me s - bousehold name -almost
right. Distributors and pharma-
s-have' been swamped with or-
3-and politiciuns are fretting that
deliver enough.

» company’
bmlh.lyuﬂl:mnavlun

issue. Instead, the mlwymi:

ing vick presidents
M&mh-umunplm;
issue repeated as-

other drug 10 buy Cipro
and other antibiotics that could be
used to treat anthrax. {Page B3.§
Late today, Bayer decided to take
out fts first Ml-puennwtad—
vertisements o reassure people.

| Clunis playiog dawn a se

! tonight, referring 1o M. Bush’s dec-

| BUSH MEETS JIANG

President Plays Down
Contentious Issues

By DAVID 1. SANGER
SHARNGHAL O 19
Bush said here tvlay that =
Prar ungmiImiGT among

- Presdent
tport is
Pacific

Kim neteons toe both the military
SIS W Afghanisian a1 hrond.

.
canliion, he st his Tust day n

of disenbentx
s wary ol how
thie Tt meeling with & new Ameri
i prexident woukd play . did o
Broadeast b rws conference live,
rpr Binally ran oo
vision tonight. they were
smovee any Tt af ctili-

" The moetings wibh Mr Jlang, 2

© prelude 1o the Asio-Paofic Ecomm.

it Conperaiion farum heginning, e
Saturday., included fnrmal (aks car-
er today and hunch it 3 Communist
Party gucst housc on the cdge of
Shanghar  Officlals famitiar  with
those closed sessions, described the
interaction besween the Lwo leaders
as grocious bul  without much
warmth. And 11 was unclcar whether
China’s promise 1o share intelligence
on terrorist groups would prove of

! much valve

*"This wasn't like the first meeting
with Putin” 2 sentor oftickal sakd

Iaration that he had luoked nto the
eyes of Prc¥ident Visdimir V. Putin
of Russia and seen a man he could
trust. “it was quite scripted.”

Mr. Bush’s declaration that Asian
countries had overwhelmingly en-
dorsed his strategy came as his |
aides were trying to toughen lan- :
guage in a statement on terrorism !

“Qur 10 the

public s clear,” says the advertise-
Toent, which witi this week-
end in The New York Times and be
followed by isenents in other
newspapers. “We will meet this

Conmtinued on Puge BS

to be issued on Saturday |
by the Asta-Pacific forum, the loose
BTOUp of 31 NBMONS mewting here. N
is not known for taking boid stances,

on i .
The siatement, as now dralted,

Continued on Page B4

Presidents Bush and’

Shanghai guest house, The-sign reads,

A Dzrect Engagement

Insertion of Ground Troops Demonstrates
Willingness to Risk American Casualties

WASHINGTON, Oct. 19 — The
United States Army raid carried out
1onight is the start of a dangerous but
potentially decisive stage of the war

in Alghanistan
Unitke the altacks the
Miliary United  States  has
mounted so  far, (his

Anatysts
aighutime  assault was

not carrsed oul from a
sanctuary in the air. It invalved what
Pentagon officials call direct com-
bat: the insertion of ground (roops
into enemy territory in Afghanistan.

The goal was not to OcCupy terTito-
ry, bt to mové by helicopter iato the
enemy’s Jatr, compiete the mission
and quickly leave. [t (s expected 10 be
the first of many raids by Special
Operations forces in the weeks and.
pernaps, ahead.

The Army Ranger raid, cartied
oul on the outskirts of the southern

States it ot afraid to take the fight
‘against terrorism o the - ground.

Plate 3: Foreign Diplomacy.
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By MICHAEL R. GORDON

Just today, ednorialisis at T‘h:;’
Times of Londan opined that the
United States seemed too enamared
of its high-tech air power an reluc-
tant to expose its troops to close
combat. Today. the military deliv-
ered a different message.

The multidimensional assault nat
onty involves Cruise missiles, laser- ©
guided bombs, gunships and proxy
forces within Afghanistan. 1t aiso in-
cludes American soidrers who are |
ready ta spill their own biood, which |
the Pentagon indicated occurred to-
night. H

In past confhcts American casual- |
ues have ofien generated political :
opposition at home, but polls have
shown the American public over-
whelmingly backs not only military | i
operations in Afghanistan but the use |
of groung forces, and the public |
seemns o have shed its expeqtations |
of & casualty-free operation. ;

For weeks, it had been widely ex. :
pected that United Siates Special Op- |
erations Forces woulkd strike ‘after |
American and British ‘forces had !
softened up the :opposition from the
air There was no possibitity -of a

round Raid

NIGHTTIME ASSAULT

2 Die in Copter Accident
at Pakistan Base —
Taliban Site Is Hit

By ERIC SCHMITT
and STEVEN LEE MYERS

WASHINGTON. Saturday. Oct. 20
— American ground forces mounted
a helicopter and gunship assault into
southern Atghanisian Friday night
and curly loday 1r a risky nighttime
rukl that upened a ncw phase n
America’s war on terrorssm, miki-
ury officrals sand

han 100 Army Rangers and
umu speciat forces ywoaped down
by helicopier on at leust one main
rmilitary target o the oulskirts of
Kandahar. the spiriiual headguar-
ters of the Tahban and headquarters
of Mullah Muhammad Omar, the Ta-
fihan's Icader

Two Amenican miluary personnel
were killed 1n 2 helicopter accident
related to the mission as the helicop-
1¢7 returned 1o its base m Pakistan,
the Pentagon sard Twa military offi-
crals said (he two troops killed were
crew members aboard s search-and-
rescue helicopter on stand-by 1n sup-

of the raids. The craft never
emered  Afghanistan. The United
Slates has about 25¢ Marines sta-
toned at 8 Pakistani base in Jocoba-
bad, 200 miles southeast of Kanda-
har, for search-and-rescue missions

There were no immediate reports
of casualiwes from the raid in Al-
ghamistan atsell, but officrals cau-
lioned that they sull did not have a
complete 3ccounting of 1he troops
Involved

Today Shanghai.  President
Bush pr: the soldiers and reiter
ated Ihe nation’s resolve.

“"The thing that's imporant for me
10 telk- the American peopie is that
wWese woldiers will noc have died in
vain.” the president sad during
jont appearance with the Japanesc
me minister, Jumchiro Koizumt
9 IS 3 just Couse™

Officiais in Washingion suggested
that the commando raid was noc the
only mission conducted. and that
COVETt Operations against undis-

 ciosed targets had also taken piace
: AC-130 gunships \ypically support

sueh rauds, and the miltary has also

| mobilized MC-130 Combat Talons, 3

Special Operations arcraft that car-
rics 17opos and s heavily armed.

The Pentagon did not disclose the
precise target of the raid, but mili-
tary officials said the size of the
arborne assault was intended to
send a psychological and poituical
signal as well as 10 attack a militari-
ly sigrificant objective. One Penia-
. gon official s3id a goal of the raxd
was to flush out Taliban jeaders and
sokilers, to gain intelligence on the
ene

my.
After 13 days of aerial bombard.
mem across Afghanistan, the heli-
er assault marked the first of
vhal will likely be a series of raids
aimed alL demonstrating to the Tall-
ban and Mr. bin Laden, as well 35
America’s allies, (he seriousness of
Washington's resolve lo combat ter-
rorism.
The arteck came _as - Presidint
Bush and s.cmiryo( State Célin L.

“tense Docald H Rusmséld had fiown
“to his ranch: in- Taos,
spending the
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Vatican Lawyer Says Bishops
hould NotRevqu Abuse Claims

n of Objection to Handling of Scandal in U.S.

By LAURIE GOODSTEIN

influential canon lawyer at the
an has written an article to be
shed today in a Vatican-ap-
d Jesuit journal saying that Ro-
Zatholic bishops should not mm
allegations or records of sexu!

by priests (o the civil lnl.bori—

: article in the magazine Clvilta
Jce by the Rev. Gianfranco
wda, dean of the canon law
y at cre;nmn University in
the second indication in
* weeks that inside the Vatican,
atial ehurch officials may dis-
ve of the response of American
15 o the abuse scandal. Last
s, the head of 2 Vatican council,
ishop Julidn Rerranz, aiso sald
he bishops should not be re-
* 1o turn over records oo abu-
riests o provecutors.
1n Catholic officials in the
1 States say that the comments
‘her and

News Service report of the article.

nz May serve as a warning to
can bishops who are to meet in
next moath not to propose
ng to0 far-reaching If they try
nuiate a binding national poii-
sexual abuse.

poifcy the American bishops
:e 45 subject to approval by the
n, and could be heid up 8s &
rd for the church in other
o the world.

atever the U.S. bishops do, it
ike they may have an uvnm

the editor of Amenu. a Jesu-
1al in New York City. Like ail
interviewed, Father Reese
nis comments on the Catholic

accused
priests to clinics to be evaluated by
therapists and to undergo treatment.
Father Ghirfands wrote that
cused ma not be forced to
take ests because it is
a violation nl hls dyxl to privacy
under canon La
The um article by Father

Continued on Page A12

rvivor of ’63 Bomb Recalls
ass Shards and a Sister Lost

By RICK BRAGG

AINGHAM, Ala., May 17 —
“ollins Rudolph, even with one
:lass, can still see the moming

15, 1963, can see ft sharp and

an scll sse four preity girls,
1§ her sister, Addie Mae Col-
Amping in the church basc-
15t mifutes before they were
nd the stairs and sing with ihe
ups in the choir at 16th Street
Church

an see the water running over
year-oid hands as she washed
1 the ladies lounge, see a 14-
d Addie Mae fussing with the
Denise McNair. who was just
still played with dolls.

an see them all there, framed
basement window — Addie
Jenise, Cynthia Wesley and
Roberison, just before the
hook and the glass ficw a1 her
« eyes like buckshot

she could pot see at all. her

lie? Addie? Addie?""
Mrs. Rudaiph's account bere
of the bombing of the ISth
Bapust Church, prusecutors
their case in the state murder
Bobby Frank Cherry, the 7t-
d white supremacisi who I5
@10 be the last iving suspect
aoric act of evil.
1 she could finally see again,
be operations and the band.
nd the loss of her right eye,
udoloh could see that it was

watked back lo her chair, sat down
and folded her arms, ond began to
wail — as she has waited lor 36 years

— for a little more justice in a case
that began back when 2 ywn;. wavy-
haired man named Franl
Cherry first hecamc one of uw
.B.l.’s prime suspecis i an mvest:-
gation thal sputtered and stumbled
across four decades.

Just a few hours before, another
proseculion witiess had deveribet a
slightly older Mr. Cherry, a man who
had left the Kian behind in Aiabama
1 the 1970's und moved 1o Texas to
open a carpet cleaning business —
and brag to relatives about the day in
Alabama that he siruck a historic
biow for white supremacy.

Teresu Francesca Stacy,

Mr.

Continued on Puge AY

Drug Maker to Pay
$500 Million Fine
For Factory Lapses

by MELODY PETERSEN
The Schering-Plough Corporauon

anaounced yeserday that it had
agreed (0 pay $500 million 1o the !

federa) governmem because of its | -

repealed failure over the years to fix ;

Pt Seevas The New York

T
Pruidmtﬂmhuhdwmkw“ﬁ!kiddphcewhutmwmhnbnmmmmm'

F.B. 1 Knew for Years About Terror Pilot Trammg'

By PHILIP SHENON
WASHINGTON, May 17 — The
F.B.L had been aware for severat
years that Osama bin Laden and his
terrorist network were training pi-
fots in the United States and eise-

flight schools and with (ederal law
eaforcement officials.

‘The F.B.I. knew by 1896 of a spe-
cific threat that terrorists in Al Qa-
eda, Mr. bin Laden's network, might
use a plane in a sukide attack
against the headquarters of the
C.LA. or-another large federal buiid-
ing in the Washington area, the faw

officials

Buraau leed to Share
Its Findings, and to
Connect the Dots

Jets over the Pacific simultaneousty, ;
Tecetved flight iraining ar schools in
New York, North Caralina. Califor-
nia and Texas

Information from Mr. Murad’s
confession formed 2 basis. for an
analysis prepared for Uniled States

dum written last summer in which
an agent in #ts Phoenix office urged
his superiors to investigate Middle
Eastern men who had enrolied at
American flight schools and who
night be connected to Mr. bin Laden.

However, the Phoenix memoran-
dum was not the first warming that
terrorists affilisted with Al Qaeda
had interest in bearning to fly. In his
1996 a Pakistani terror-

But the officials said the Federal
Burenu of Investigalion had dis-
counted (he possibility of & suicide
attack using planes, partly because
it had largely failed to draw together
evidence gathered piecemeal over
the years that Al Qaeds pilots werc

Lasi woek, the F.B1. acknowl-
edged the extsience of @ memoran-

ist, Abdu! Hakim Murad, said that he
planned to use the (raiping he re-
crived at Tlight schools in the United
States to [ly o plane into C.1.A head-
Quarters in Langiey, Va., or anather
federal building.

Mr. Murad, who wos coptured in
the Philippioes in 1995 and convicted
0 New York on charges of conspir-
ing to biow up 12 Amercan jumbo

problens in manufacturing dozens | mp . 4., po e —etbem ot S FBbdo B WEan. B PNoTad PN el

Plate 5: Speechmaking.
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agencies in 1999 The

analysis warned that bin Laden ter. ;
rorists could hijack a jet and fly it ;

into government butidings like the
Py

'entagon.
Audmnnnlly a flight schoo! in
that provided training last
ynr to Zacarias Moussaouti. the so-
called 20th hijacker in the Sept. 11

attacks, had been under scTuting by *
the F.B.1. {n 1998 after the discovery |

that another former student had
been linked to the bombing that year
o8 two American embassies in East |
Alrica, attacks attributed {o Al Qa-

«da The school, the Airman Flight |

School in Norman, has cooperated
with the FB.I.

Congressional investigators say !

they are only now compiling a de-

tatles chronology of what was kaown ¢

Continped on Page A10

BUSH AND HIS AIDES
ACCUSE DEMOCRATS
OF SECOND-GUESSING

MRS. CLINTON SINGLED OUT

New Attention on 1999 Report
That Foreshadowed Terror
Attacks on Sept. 11

By ELISABETH BUMILLER
aod ALISON MITCHELL

WASHINGTON, May 17 — The
White House began an aggressive
actack on Democrats in Congress
today as President Bush tried to con-
tain the politica fury over a wamning
he received 1ast August that Osama
bin Laden might be planning a hi-

jacking
©Onaday in which the politicat war
over the August warming spresd
across the capital, Ari Fleischer, the
‘White House spokesman, took direct
aim at a favorite Democratic target
of Republicans. Senator Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton of New York. and ac-
| cused her of trving o undermine the
administration in a speech she made
on the floor of the Senate on Thurs-
dl)' qmuomng hn- mum the pres.
the Sept. 11w

i latks

! Mr. Bush aiso made his firs(, brief
public cormment on the matter, say-
! yng of Washington that “‘unfortunate
! ly. it’s the kind of place where sec-
has become second na-
| fure " The president added. dunng 2
| ceremony in the White House Rose
Garden. that “had 1 known that the
enemy was going to use airplanes (o
i Kill on that fateful moming, ] would
* have done everything in my power 1o
¢ protect the American peopte
Nonetheless. the Whilc House still
i found itsell on the defensive once
i 3gain today, this time over a 1999
Teport commissioned by a federal
i inrelligence agency that eenly lore-
| shadowed the Sept. 11 attacks.
! "Suiide bomber(s) belonging tc
{ Al Queda’s Martyrdom Battalion
i could crashland an aircraft packed
with high explomives into the Penta-
; gom. the headguarters of the Central
i intelligence Agency or the White
House,” the report sax
The report. titled ““The Sociology
and Psychalogy of Terrarism,” was
prepared by the Library of Congress
for the National Intelligence Council,
an interagency group that oversces
intelligence analysss throughout the
government. The repori, which has
: tong been public, based jits analysis
; largely on the fact that wn 1995, a
similar piot by a group of islamic
mitlitants based in the Philippines

i who were linked o Al Qaeda was

foiled.
The White House marshaied a host

i of resources. including Laurs Bush,

in its political offensive. Mry Bush
was in Budapest this morning but
issved a r raph statement,
an unusual action for a first lady who
has largely stayed out of politics. 1
thuak it Is very sad that peopie would
play upon the victims' familtes’ emo-

1 tions. or all Americans’ emouons,”

Mr3. Bush 5a:d. sdding that "1 know

Continued on Page Al

_INsiDE

lhl Clakms at Alistate

A federal agency has concluded thal
Alistate  Insurance discriminated
agaimt about 650 agems, requiring
them (o convert {rom empioyees
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ShoTity oelore ine DOMOINGS. 15- | crafiad bombs tended 1o be bulky,

raeli officials reported that (hey had
held "*pleasant bul serious’ and pro-
ductive preparatory talks with the
Palestinians far the prime ministers’

Continued on Page AS

usually made from discarded artii-
lery shells with a detonator wired to
a garage door opener or doorbell.
Attackers laboriously buried or hid
the homemade bombs along road-

| ways between midnight and dawn.

ber and last week appainted a new
cabinet.
It is assumed that Mr. Putin will

-select his successor in 2008 when he

reaches the two-terin limi.

Article, Page A3.

U.S. Videos; for TV News, Come Under Scrutiny

By ROBERT PEAR|

WASHINGTON, March 14— Fed-
eral S are scr g
television segments in witich the
Bush administration paid ppopic 10
pose as journalists praising (he bene-
lits of the new Medicare law,
would be offered to help
Americans with the costs
prescription medicines.

The videos are intended for use in
local television news programs. Sev-
eral include pictures of President
Bush teceiving a standing ovation
{rom a crowd cheering as he signed
the Medicare iaw on Dec. 8.

The materiais were prodsced by

the Department of Health 4 Hu-
man Services. which called tHem vid-
€0 news releases, but the squrce is

not identified. Two videos efid with
the voice of a woman whao s9ys, “In
Washington. I'm Karen Ryan report-
ing." N

But the prod

MADE FOR TV Segments the government produced for local news pro-
grams praise the new Medicare law and feature Tommy G. Thompson,

Home Front Ci i
had hired her to read & script pre-
pared by the government.

Another video, intended
panic audiences, shows a Bliish ad-
ministration official being! i
viewed in Spanish by a man who
identifies himsell as a rgporter
named Alberto Garcia,

Another segment shows a pharma-
cist talking to an elderly cugtomer.
The pharmacist says the ngw law
“heips you better aflord youl medi-
cutlons,” and the custiomer says, '}
sounds like a good Idea.”” Indeed, the
pharmacist says, A very good

y of health and human services, top left, and President Bush.

istration describes as a madeor-
television *'story package.”

In one script, the administration
suggests that anchors use this lan-
guage: “'in December, President
Bush signed into law the first-ever
prescription drug benefit [or peopie
with Medicare. Since then, there
have been a lot of questions about
how the law will help older Ameri-
cans and peopie with disabilities. Re-
ponier  Karen Ryan helps sort
through the details.”

The “renorter” then cxolains the

als tast month when they were look-
ing into the use of federal money to
pay for certain (liers and advertise-

has alienated America's closest al-
lies by pointing Lo Mr. Aznar as a
courageous example of a leader who
ignored poll numbers — upward of 80
percent of Spaniards opposed the
war — and who acted in Spain’s best
interests.

Only last week several senior

bers of the administration said
they fully expected that his conser-
valives would emerge victorious. In
fact, months ago a senior agviser to
Mr. Bush predicted that should a
terrorist attack occur in Europe, it
would probably drive the Europeans
closer o the United States and its
approach (0 the campaign against
terror, not away from it.

So on Sunday evening administra-
tion officials scrambled to hide their
disappointment. Secretary of State
Colin L. Powell, leaving for India.
declined 1o respond publicly to the
Socialists’ victory, and the White
House drafted a positive-sounding

Continued on Page All

INSI

Kentucky and Tennessee
A Top in Tournaments

Kentucky received the overall No. 1
seeding in the N.C.A.A. nien’s basket-
ball tournament, while Tennessee
was top-seeded over all among the
women. St. Jaseph's, Duke and Stan-
ford gained No.1 serdings in men's
regional play. Pean State, Duke and
Texas were No. in the women's
regionals. UConn. the defending
women's jon, was No. 2 in the

ments that i the
taw.

in a report to Congress last week,
the lawyers sald those fliers and
advertisements were legal, despite
“‘notable omissions and other weak-
nesses.”  Administration officials
said the telovislon news segments
were also a legal, effective way to
educale heneficlaries.

Garv | Kannlinenr demuiv pen.

Plate 6: Official Paperwork.
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Legal Tangle in Mississippi

A federal indictment of a8 Supreme
Court justice, two former judges and
a lawyer suggests thas Mississippt
justice is built on cozy relationships
and fueled by bribes. PAGE At4

ENe1 anam nen vEBY FALY 1-AONYTIIFR

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



REFERENCES

Altheide, D.L. (2004). Media logic and political communication. Political
Communication, 21, 293-296.

Barnhurst, K.G., & Nerone, J. (2001). The form of news: A history. New York: Guilford
Press.

Bennett, W.L. (1983). News: The politics of illusion. New York: Longman.
Brody, R.A. (1991). Assessing the president. Stanford University Press: Stanford, CA.

Burke, J.P. (2004a). Becoming president: The Bush transition, 2000-2003. Boulder,
Co. Lynne Rienner Publishers.

Burke, J.P. (2004b). The Bush transition. In Considering the Bush Presidency. Gary L.
Gregg and Mark Rozell (Ed). Boulder, CO. Lynne Rienner Publishers.

Bush, G.W. (1999). A distinctly American internationalism. Address delivered at the
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library, November, 19.

Election 2000 presidential debate II with republican candidate governor george w. bush
and democratic candidate vice president al gore. 2000. Wait Chapel, Wake
Forest Univeristy, Winston, NC, October 11. Available at http://www.cspan.org.

Ellul, J. (1985). The humiliation of the word. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans.

Erickson, K.V. (1998). Presidential spectacles: Travel and the rhetoric of political
illusionism. Communication Monographs, 65, 141-153.

Erickson, K.V. (2000). Presidential rhetoric’s visual turn: Performance fragments and
the politics of illusionism. Communication Monographs, 76(2), 138-157.

Graber, D.A. (1997). Mass media and American politics (5™ Ed.). Washington D.C
Congressional Quarterly Inc.

Gregg G.L. & Rozell, M.J. (2004). Considering the Bush presidency. Oxford
University Press: New York.

81

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.


http://www.espan.org

Hart, R.P. (1994). How television charms the modern voter. New York: Oxford
University Press.

Hayden, J. (2002). Covering Clinton: The president and the press in the 1990s. Praeger
Publishers: Westport, CT.

Jamieson, K.H. (1987). Eloquence in an electronic age: The transformation of political
speech making. New York: Oxford University Press.

Jamieson, K.H. (1996). Packaging the presidency: A history and criticism of
presidential campaign advertising (3™ Ed.). New York: Oxford University
Press.

Kessler, R. (2004). A matter of character. New York. Penguin Books, Ltd.

Kumar & Sulivan (2003). The white house world. Texas A&M University Press:
College Station, TX.

Leff, M. (1984). Decorum and rhetorical interpretation: The Latin humanist transition
and contemporary critical theory. Vichiana (pp.107-126). Napoli: Loffredi
Editore.

Meyrowitz, J. (1985). No sense of place: The impact of electronic media on social
behavior. New York: Oxford University Press.

Miller, A.H., & Wattenberg, M.P., (1984). Throwing rascals out: Policy and
performance evaluations of presidential candidates, 1952-1980. The America
Political Science Review, 79(2).

Mullen, L. J. (1998, September). Presidential performance as a visual construct: The
case of John F. Kennedy. Paper presented at the Public Address Conference.
Iowa City, IA.

Mullen, L.J. (1997). The president’s visual image from1945 to 1974: An analysis of
spatial configuration in news magazine photographs. Presidential Studies
Quarterly, 4, 819-834.

Ornstein, N.J. (2001). Relations with Congress. Political Science and Politics, 35(1),
47-50.

Paletz, D.L. (2002). The media in American politics: Contents and consequences (2"
Ed.). New York : Longman.

Pfiffner, J.P. (2004). Assessing the Bush presidency. In Considering the Bush
Presidency. G. L. Gregg and M. Rozell (Eds). Lynne Rienner Publishers:
Boulder, CO.

82

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Podhoretz, J. (2004). Bush country. New York. St. Martin’s Press.
Preston, T. (2001). The president and his inner circle. Columbia University Press.

Raphael, T. (1999). The king is a thing: Bodies of memory in the age of Reagan. The
Drama Review: The Journal of Performance Studies, 43, 46-58.

Roberts, S.V. (1993, May 24). Wanted: A national cheerleader. U.S. News & World
Report, 114, p.9.

Sabato, L.J. (2003). Midterm madness: The election of 2002. New York. Rowman &
Littlefield Publishers.

Schlesinger, A M. (1965). 4 thousand days: John F. Kennedy in the White House.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

Schmuhl, R. (1990). Statecraft and stagecraft: American political life in the age of
personality. South Bend, IN: University of Notre Dame Press.

Stucky, N. (1993). Toward an aesthetic of natural performance. Text and Performance
Quarterly, 13, 168-180.

Taylor, M. C., & Saarinen, E. (1994). Imagologies: Media philosophy. Routledge:
New York.

Turque, B., & Rosensteil, T. (1996, July 15). Turing Clinton green. Newsweek, 128,
p. 26).

Weisman, S.R. (1984, October 14). The president and the press: The art of controlled
access. New York Times Magazine, p.36.

83

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



VITA

Graduate College
University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Kristen Allen Stetzenbach

Home Address:
2814 Thunder Bay Ave.
Henderson, NV 89052

Degrees:
Bachelor of Arts, Political Science, 2003
Bachelor of Arts, Speech Communication, 2003
University of Nevada, Reno

Publications:
Bevan, J.L. and K.A. Stetzenbach, The Relationship between Jealousy Experience,
Expression, and Communication Satisfaction in Adult Sibling Relationships. The
Journal of Family Communication, 2006.

Bevan, J.L., K.A. Stetzenbach, E Bastson, and K.Bullo, Factors Associated with
General Partner and Relational Uncertainty within Early Adulthood Sibling
Relationships. Communication Quarterly, 2006.

Thesis Title: The Presidential Performance of George W. Bush as a Visual Construct
Thesis Examination Committee:

Chairperson, Dr. Lawrence Mullen, Ph.D.

Committee Member, David Henry, Ph.D.

Committee Member, Gary Larson, Ph.D.
Graduate Faculty Representative, David Dickensen, Ph.D.

84

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



	The presidential performance of George W. Bush as a visual construct
	Repository Citation

	tmp.1534462568.pdf.bKcLI

