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Offenders in the United States and China

Introduction
The United States and China represent two of the leading nations that retain
the death penalty in both law and practice.
In 2008, a total of 8,864 death sentences and 2,390 executions worldwide

Courtney B. LaHaie

Variables

Dependent Variable
e Country (China, 0; United States, 1)

Table 1

LUMIVERSITY OF NEVADA LAS VEGAS

Qualitative Comparative Analysis of Country Differences in Blameworthiness

Blameworthiness and Dangerousness: An Analysis of Violent Female Capital

Panel A: Configurations and Cases (Absolute or Deterministic Rule)

_ il Configurations Cases
have been documented by Amnesty International (2009). Nearly 93% of all I'I:Adeggﬁggcﬁ"l‘a‘l:a\éael\-/\l/grl’:rlﬁwse - N % N %
known executions took place within five countries, among them, the United . . RV O los Uit 10 United States PO o osew
States and China. During 2008, the United States sentenced at least 111 » Offense Severity (Minor, 0; Major, 1) _ profles Uniue to China Y L oo
. g ] . [ Offender Cr|m|na| H|St0ry (NO pnor record, O’ Pnor Record, 1) Contradictions (CommonProfiles/Cases) for both Countries 6 40.0% 74 73.3%
p60p|e {o death and EXECUtEd 37 OffenderS In Ch|na, at IeaSt 1,700 p60p|e ° Level Of Plannlng (NO plannlng’ O, Planned Offense, 1) Panel B: Configurations and Cases (using Relative Rule of 10% Difference) -
were executed and about 7,000 were sentenced to death in 2008 (Amnesty . Co-offender (Single offender, 0: Multiple offenders, 1) . S
International, 2009). « Measures of Dangerousness Number of Profiles Observed 15 101
Profiles Unique to United States 9 60.0% 46 45.0%
° Weap()n Use (NO Weap()n, O’ Weapon, 1) Profile;Unique(to China . ) for both 5 33.3% 42 42.5%
"y - =y i - "y Contradictions (Common Profiles/Cases) for both Countries 1 6.7% 13 12.5%
Focal concerns Of SentenC|ng ’ /-I:A\(den'()?-al FEIOny (WlthOUt add|t|0na| felony’ O’ Wlth add|t|0na| Panel C: Profiles of Blameworthiness
The Focal Concerns of Sentencing perspective (Steffensmeier & Demuth, elony, 1) | - L oCA Clasiiaton
2001; Steffensmeier et al., 1998) posits that judges base sentencing on * Number of Victims (Single victim, 0; Multiple victims, 1) United States TotalN__ %US.  Absolute Rule Relative Rule
’ - ’ . ° Offender'V|Ct|m R9|at|0n5h|p (Stranger, O, Known Offender, 1) 1. Minor Severity Single Offender Prior Record No Planning 1 100% U.S. U.S.
three pnmary COmpOnentS Offender b|ameWOrthlneSS, Offender ° Add|t|0na| Val’lab|eS 2. Minor Severity Multiple Offenders No Prior Record No Planning 3 100% U.S. U.S.
. . . . 3. Minor Severit Multiple Offenders Prior Record No Plannin 2 100% U.S. U.S.
dangerousness or protection of the community, and the practical constraints . Aggravating Factors (No aggravating factors, 0; One aggravating + Major Soverity  Single Offender  NoPriorRecord  NoPlamning 5 100% Us. us.
. . . . . . ; e ) ] ? 5. Major Severi Single Offender Prior Record No Plannin 2 100% U.S. U.S.
and implications. Blameworthiness is legally defined; an offender’s culpability factor, 1; Two or more aggravating factors, 2) e Moy Singectindn BrerEe planed 4 100% Us. Us.
- - . - - _ . r . . . 7. Major Severi Multiple Offenders No Prior Record No Plannin 4 100% U.S. U.S.
and the degree of injury will cause punishment to escalate accordingly. » Mitigating Factors (No mitigating factors, 0; One mitigating factor, 6 Mejor Severity  Multple Offenders_ Prior Record lrned 5 100% Us. Us.
- - - - m g - 9. Major Severit Multiple Offenders No Prior Record Planned 20 90% Common U.S.
Dangerousness, or protection of the community, is conceptually ascertained 1; Two or more mitigating factors, 2) me ; oA Clsifction
based on offense and offender characteristics. » Offender Age (at time of crime commission) China Totl N %US. __ Absolute Rule Relative Rule
[ Offender Race (Wh|te/Han, O’ Other’ 1) 1. M!norSever!ty S!ngIeOffender Prior I_?ecord Planned 2 50% Common Ch!na
. 2. Minor Severity Single Offender No Prior Record Planned 17 29% Common China
. ® EXGCUtlon Status (Death ROW/SUSpended Sentence, O, ExeCUted, 3. Minor Severity Multiple Offenders ~ No Prior Record Planned 18 28% Common China
Gender and SentenC|ng 4. Minor Severity Multiple Offenders Prior Record Planned 4 25% Common China
) ) ) ) ) _ ) ) 1) 5. Minor Severity Single Offender No Prior Record No Planning 1 0% China China
Gender disparity is prevalent throughout the criminal justice process, but Is P YUY A7 R S
most clearly identified during sentencing. Research suggests that lenient Results OCA Classificatior
. . . . . ; . - . . Both United States and China Total N % U.S. Absolute Rule Relative Rule
treatment 'S eVIdent AcToss mOSt Offense Categorles’ bUt gender dlfferences Un|Var|ate (frequenCIGS) and b|Var|ate (Pearson S Correlatlon Coeff|C|ent, Chl_ 1. I:/IajortSeve:itty Single Offender No Prior Record Planned t13 62% Comtmon Cotmmon

are slight, with the exception of incarceration rates and women more often
receive preferential treatment during sentencing, but not in the
determination of guilt (Steffensmeler, 1980). Women tend to receive fewer
Incarceration sentences and shorter terms for most offenses, excluding
violent crimes.

Square) analyses provided some preliminary evidence that the degree of
blameworthiness for a capital conviction (partially measured by offense
severity In the current study) is significantly lower in China than in the United
States. Differences in the legal processes of the two countries are evident In

the presence and absence of aggravating and mitigating factors, but also in R N

Table 2

Qualitative Comparative Analysis of Country Differences in Dangerousness

Panel A: Configurations and Cases (Absolute or Deterministic Rule)

_ the execution status of the offenders. WiyrefRolsChael . mo

rofiles Unique to United States 0% 5%

ResearCh QUEStIonS Profiles Unique to China 2 13.3% 3 3.0%
Contradictions (Common Profiles/Cases) for both Countries 4 26.7% 51 50.5%

1. Are there country differences in the prevalence of particular types of
factors In capital convictions for female violent offenders in the United States
and China?

Conjunctive Analysis —
Conjunctive analysis is used in this study to examine whether the relative S R

Panel B: Configurations and Cases (using Relative Rule of 10% Difference)

5 1s th | £ Darticul bl h 9 prevalence of measures of blameworthiness and dangerousness is similar or Number of profles Observed s o
; . i ) . . . . . rofiles Unique to United States 0% 2%
- 15 e prevalence or particuiar measures or blamewortniness an distinct in capital convictions for female violent offenders in the United States Profiles Unique to China | 5 333% 43 430%
dangerousness S|m||ar or Context_speuﬁc among these Cap|ta| crimes for and China Blameworthiness iS determined by the joint impact Of offense Contradictions (Common Profiles/Cases) for both Countries 1 6.7% 11 10.5%
- - : » _ ) j Panel C: Profiles of Dangerousness
women In the United States and China: severity, presence of a co-offender, offender prior record, and level of N
planning, whereas dangerousness Is assessed by the combined interaction of United States TotalN__ %US. _Absolute Rule Relative Rule
weapon use, conviction of an additional felony, number of victims and 2 NoWeapon  NoAddtonal Felony  Single Vi Knows Offnder 4 1000 s s
offender-victim relationship. FNoWespon  AddidomlFelony  Singlevieim  KnownOffender 2 100% 0s s
MEthOdOIogy p g mo weagon ﬁggiiiona: Ee:on§ ﬁ/lu?tlipl\e/\}ictims inown 8genger 421 1880;0 82 82
6. Weapon No Add!t!onal Felony S!ngle V!ct!m Stranger 3 100;%) U.S. U.S.
Samble and Data Sources The results of table 1 suggest that some elements of blameworthiness are o Wonon T\Sd’?t?fﬁ,ﬂfﬁi':ffy"’”y 2;28i2 Vitm  Sranger :d s us Us
101 P . ; more prevalent in the U.S. (i.e. major severity, prior record), some elements seapon - AdTHonalFElony - Singleictm - KnownOfiender 8 0% . » .
® . . ; . . QCA Classification
COUIL Case narratives are more prevalent in China’s cases (i.e. planning), and other element are ching fotalN %US  Abeolte Rule melative Rule
_ _ _ equally prevalent in both countries (i.e. multiple offenders). Considered as a Liggen  AdifitnllRioy - MUBDVEDS S 10 S0% Common China
e United States Sample (n=64) collected from Lexis Nexis, Death Penalty - - pUEEE - DASUIDE R SIS OIS e ehiesr o8 o Sommor cnine
Information Center, and Clark County, Indiana Prosecutor gml.Jtp’I howev_er,trr‘n eSsgtreg g: lilarriﬁwogzl.ness are more commonly found in Ei wg Eogggﬁ@ona: Ee:o& gu:ﬁﬁ:eggci@ms Etv? Offender % 18%2 ngina E?”a
] ] capital cases In e nite ates an INa. . Weapon 0 itional Felony ultiple Victims tranger % ina ina
= 11 eXGCUtEd female OffenderS p Panel D: Common Profiles of Dangerousness for Each Country
e 53 female offenders currently on death row QCA Classification
The reSUItS IOf tablechz Sug(geSt thlat Slome elements Of dangerousness) ared Both United States and China Total N % U.S. Absolute Rule Relative Rule
. . more preva ent IN INa (.. Mmu t| e V|Ct|mS, weapon USG, Stl’an er) an 1. Weapon Additional Felony Multiple Victims Known Offender 11 64% Common Common
> China Sample (n=37) collected from published court case documents some I(Jelements are more prevaleml:oin the United Sft)ates (.e con\?iction of an
and official judicial websites additional felony). The results suggest that particular measures of References
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e 23 executed females offenders

. dangerousness are context specific in terms of their prevalence across
e 14 female offenders with a suspended death sentence J X P

countries, indicating that perceived dangerousness Is assessed differently Iin
the United States and China.
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